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Staffing Toward the Future
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joy, because of your fellowship in the gospel from
the first day until now. Philippians 1:4-5 EHV
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A Little History:
Over the past several years we’ve had a variety of
discussions about additional staffing here at Eternal
Shepherd. Some of those conversations took place in
Council or board meetings but many occurred in
hallways and parking lots. Some of those exchanges
centered on your concerns that Deaconess and I would
have any added support that we might need while
others considered what additional ministry could be
accomplished by extra hands as we might grow.
Last year, in a congregational meeting it was moved and
passed by the ESLC voters that we should investigate
additional support staffing. That process began slowly
because we knew that Celeste was soon to retire from
her position as Office Manager and our focus was on
getting Terri trained as the short-term solution followed
by the search process that led us to Denise. Along the
way, we said farewell to Michelle as our accompanist
and saw the usual ebb and flow of Little Lambs
teachers from year to year. In short, the Lord led us
through a whirlwind of staffing changes over the past
year or so.



Again, that’s another conversation for
later but the point as it relates to our
staffing plans is that we will need more
pastoral support if the Lord leads us
toward any sort of expanded ministry or
a church plant.

Finally, we are also keeping an eye
toward the future of ESLC’s own
pastoral coverage. If we assume that
the Lord leaves me here to continue
serving at ESLC, I may have up to
another decade of service ahead but at
some point, I may be ready to step back
into a supporting role and allow someone
else to serve as a senior pastor.
Obviously, those kinds of future details
are in the Lord’s hands but it doesn’t
hurt for us to consider the longer-term
needs of Eternal Shepherd and to say
with James, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will
live, and we will do this or that” (4:15).

A search for a full-time, experienced
pastor, yet who is younger than me
could give us the most flexibility of
ministry options moving forward. The
Council has voted to establish a call
committee toward this end, and we
anticipate providing a further update on
progress at the Fall congregational
meeting. Pray that the Lord would lead
us and bless us!

I am convinced of this very thing: that he
who began a good work in you will carry it
on to completion until the day of Christ
Jesus. Philippians 1:6 EHV

 

                       Pastor David

Now, with those staffing needs settling
down, we’ve turned our attention back to
the ministry support that was in view
when the congregation voted to
investigate additional staffing. We also
promised earlier this calendar year to
provide an update this summer, which is
what this report is providing.

The Promised Staffing Update:
Throughout the past year and more,
conversations have continued with the
Council & Council President, Elders &
Head Elder, and the Board of Outreach
with Deaconess and I adding our own
ideas of what type of additional staffing
might best serve ESLC.
The consensus has been that a second
pastor will give us the greatest flexibility
and options for growth. An associate or
assistant pastor can assist with current
preaching and teaching needs as well as
visitation, counseling, and funeral and
other services. Additionally, a called
pastor could also help us to expand our
ministry if we should look toward a
mission plant or new church effort. 

(This is a longer conversation for another
day but can be noted briefly here: Synod
in convention this summer again
encouraged its congregations toward
church planting. Our sister church
Immanuel Lutheran in Simpsonville is
taking up the challenge and our own
history as a mission plant out of Abiding
Savior invites us to consider such a path.
More, we’ve had some preliminary
conversations with Lutherans in Easley
that may provide ESLC with an
opportunity to do ministry expansion in
that area in the next year or so.)



From Deaconess Holly Cox

Deaconess’
Musings

Often times we find ourselves unsure. 

Unsure of the world. Unsure of our nation.
Unsure of ourselves. Unsure of what is yet
to come. Unsure of _______ (you fill it in). 

We feel the need to find assurance in
things, people, places, and experiences
claiming to solve all our problems and fears.
We take actions that further seek to find
confidence in ourselves, and to rely on
personal feelings and thoughts as
justification. And the result? We fail. Time
and time again. That once shining and
gleaming assurance turns to rotten and
rusty despair or pride. And the vicious cycle
begins again.

However, David, inspired by the Holy Spirit,
writes in the psalm that in the Lord alone is
found refuge and good. That sure and
certain confidence we yearn for is found in
Christ alone. Turning away from our idols of
others, things, and ourselves, we see our
failings and sins against our God. In His
gracious mercy, our God does not leave us
mired in the deep pit of our sin. Christ
stoops down and picks us up, dusts us off,
and proclaims the words we need to hear
the most, “Your sins are forgiven. You are
mine. I died for you. I rose for you. I will
keep you forever.”

Guard me, O God, for I take
refuge in you. I say to the LORD,
“You are my Lord. I have no good

apart from you.”
~Psalm 16:1-2

 That, my brothers and sisters, is sure
confidence. Your faith, given to you in
your baptism and sustained by the very
body and blood of Christ in the Holy
Supper, is in that same Christ. In no other
place is your confidence found. He
upholds your faith, strengthens it, and
keeps it firm. Do not doubt it. For if
Christ, our Creator and Redeemer,
promises to keep you, it is done. Finalized
over two-thousand years ago across the
sea. 

Kingdoms will rise and fall. 
Our feelings will wane and crumble. 
Christ is forever.

There is no good apart from Christ. But in
Him, there is the forgiveness of sins and
the promise of life everlasting. 

Amen.                    



By Sue McCart

Little Lambs Preschool: 
Making an Impact
Celebrating 25 Years of Ministry (2002-2027)

While we have much to celebrate at Little
Lambs Preschool over the past 25 years,
our focus now turns to the next 25 years
and beyond. Our vision is to create an
environment that attracts more young
families, strengthens our preschool
ministry, and supports the future growth
of ESLC.

To help make this vision a reality, we have
reached out to other ESLC Boards and
discovered that many of our goals align
with their priorities. Together, we have
shared ideas about what young children,
teens, and young adults are looking for in
outdoor spaces and recreational activities.

Did you realize that ESLC has more than 16
acres right here on our campus? With so
much space and a blank slate for
possibilities, we began asking, “What if?”

What if we had a large, level area for
volleyball, children’s soccer, or the
increasingly popular game of gaga ball?
What if we created a pavilion with
outdoor tables where we could host our
annual church picnic right here on
campus?
What if expanded outdoor spaces
provided opportunities for games and
activities during VBS?
What if we had a fire pit with
Adirondack chairs where our teens
could gather on Sunday evenings for
fellowship, Christian conversation, and
S’mores?

What if the small playground had a
durable rubberized surface where young
children could safely ride tricycles, along
with chalkboards mounted on the fence
where budding artists could create with
washable chalk?

These are just a few of the possibilities.
Little Lambs Preschool plans to spearhead
a committee to develop a campus-wide
master plan for outdoor spaces and
activities. The plan will be implemented in
several phases, allowing us time to make
our campus a welcoming place for children,
families, and the entire ESLC community.

Where We Begin
The small and large playgrounds are now 25
years old and need updating to meet
current safety standards, as well as the
need to bring in new equipment that will
truly engage today’s young children. We will
begin with the small playground by leveling
the ground and improving drainage,
installing a durable rubberized safety
surface, and adding a shade canopy.

We invite you to be part of this exciting
vision for the future by choosing one of the
beautiful cards on the Little Lambs Giving
Tree, located in the Narthex. 

Every gift, large or small, helps lay the
foundation for a future where more young
families and their children can learn, play,
grow, and experience God’s love right here
at ESLC.



“Don’t let anyone look down on you
because you are young, but set an
example for the believers in speech, in
conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.” 1
Timothy 4:12 

As I write this article we have finished our
first full week of preschool. It has been a
good start with only a few tears!  Our
school is bustling with activity, and we are
all so happy to be back in session.

Watching and observing the children, I am
once again reminded how even though our
preschool children are so young, they set
a great example for us on how to live as
Christians. 

They love one another without bias. They
speak words of kindness to one another
and encourage us to likewise use
encouraging words. As they listen to the
Chapel message, they listen with an open
heart, trust, and have faith in the message
they are hearing.

By Gina Cote

Little Lambs Preschool

We are blessed here at Little Lambs
Preschool to be using the Concordia
Press Curriculum materials which will
guide our lessons through the messages
we hear during our Chapel time each
week. How fortunate to be able to base
our academic lessons on our Christian
faith. It is such a gift, and we love to
share this gift with our beautiful
children.

Please be mindful when driving through
the parking lot during our school day and
watch your speed! We want to make
sure we keep all our Little Lambs safe!
Thank you!

As we begin our school year, we ask for
your continued prayers for all of us at
Little Lambs Preschool.  

We appreciate all the support you
continue to give to us and know that it is
because of your support that Little
Lambs Preschool continues to thrive!

Some Dates to keep in mind:

Sept 7 Labor Day (no school)
Sept 17 Farm Day
Sept 20 Teacher Commissioning 8:30am service



This month is a busy month for the ministry.
There are several dates that you should be
aware of because we need your help.

1. Please help us fold and label 420
shoeboxes during and after late service
on Sunday, 9/13.

2. The Assembly Day for the Toiletry Bags
that will go into our Shoeboxes will take
place during and after late service on
Sunday, 9/20. 

3. The Project Leader Workshop will take
place on Friday, 9/25 in our Fellowship Hall
from 6:30-8:30pm. A baked potato bar
will be served for dinner and there will be
dessert. 

This is a free event and it’s open to
anyone who wants to learn more
about Operation Christmas Child.
 Anyone wishing to attend should
sign-up on the sheet on the bulletin
board in the Narthex, or scan the QR
Code on the flyer on or before
9/15/26! 

By Terri Baumann

Operation Christmas Child
News

This year our 11  Annual Shoebox Packing
Party will take place on Saturday,
10/10/26 from 2-4pm in the Fellowship
Hall. Come join us and be blessed!

th

And get ready, because we’re taking
another trip to the Shoebox Processing
Center. This year we’ll be going to the
Atlanta Center because Samaritan’s
Purse has finally procured a permanent
location there, and it’s much closer than
the Charlotte Center. 

We’ve requested 3 dates during the first
week of December, and we’re requesting
a shorter shift this year – just 10am-2pm
instead of 10-4. I’ll let you know later this
month which day we’ll be going on the
Church Bus. 

If you love to pack shoeboxes, but you’ve
never volunteered at a Processing
Facility, then you’re going to LOVE this
experience! There will be a sign-up sheet
on the Bulletin Board soon and we hope
you’ll join us. 

This ministry simply wouldn’t be possible
without the support of all of you! Thank
you for helping to send the Gospel of
Jesus Christ to children all over the
world!!

Terri Baumann, Project Leader

National Collection Week Update: 
A HUGE THANK YOU goes out to the 29
people that signed up to volunteer to work
during National Collection Week (11/16 –
11/23) this year! Please be on the lookout
for an email from me during the first week
of September. It will contain everything you
need to know in order to help, and it will
include a first draft of the volunteer
schedule. Please check your schedule
against it and let me know if you need any
changes made to when you’re scheduled to
work. Training will again be offered during
the first 2 weeks of November. 



Sometimes God gives you an
experience that makes you not only
smile but encourages your heart!

This happened to me just recently
when I met a gal I hadn’t seen in
several years. I didn’t recognize her at
first, but she recognized me. I asked
her where she knew me from and she
said from the Cancer Center when we
visited her with Seth four years ago.
When she told me her name, I
immediately remembered her, but I
couldn’t believe my eyes since the last
time I saw her, she had no hair and
looked pale due to chemotherapy. Now
her beautiful curly hair had grown in,
she had good color and she looked like
the picture of health. We hugged each
other like old friends who have not
seen each other in a while. 

Looking back on the first day of her
chemo 4 years ago, which was on a
Monday, I remembered how nervous
and anxious she was. We brought Seth
over for her to pet and she smiled as
she petted him. You could see her
whole demeanor change, from worry
to release. We told her we would see
her every Monday through the course
of her treatment plan. Eight weeks
later we were blessed to be there
when she rang the bell at the
completion of her chemotherapy
infusions. 

By Kyra Carbone, Top Dog for Team Seth

Comfort Dog News

She told us then that knowing she
would see Seth every Monday helped
her through this difficult time. We also
bonded with her through this process
and grew to love her. In fact, when she
finished her course of treatment, we
missed seeing her on Mondays! 

We know God healed her through the
medical staff, surgery and
chemotherapy but knowing Seth
played a small part in helping her
through her treatment plan was such
a blessing to us! 

To God be the Glory.

Seth offering comfort to our dear
friend at the Cancer Center 4 years ago



I received the following email from Pastor
Walta:

Dear Brother Lars,

I hope you are doing well.

Please find attached four documents
from Pass Bonbon, Central-Plateau,
Haiti.
Your faithful partnership has made a
real difference in the lives of our
students, teachers, and communities.
Thank you for your continued prayers,
generosity, and encouragement.

May the Lord richly bless you and your
congregation.

In Christ,

Walta Clercius

The attachments Pastor Walta sent are
too large to include in the Agapegram, so
look for them on the table in the Narthex
next to the other Pas Bonbon
information. 

Mission Board
News
By Lars Helland

Yes, we continue to supply the daily meals
through Trinity HOPE Tennessee for all
320 students at Pas Bonbon. We also
cover the staff salary by wire transfer
every other month. 

Pastor Walta has been to Eternal
Shepherd twice and works with our sister
congregation Mt Pisgah LCMS
Hendersonville, NC. Mt Pisgah established
the church and school at Laochikit, Haiti
about 20 miles from Pas Bonbon. Here is
a summary of this incredible man:

Rev. Walta Clercius is a Haitian Lutheran
pastor and educator. He serves as an
Assistant Missionary-at-Large for French
Ministries with Lutheran Church–Canada
and acts as a seminary leader and dean
for the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Haiti
 
Any questions? Ask me or email me.
Lars.Helland48@gmail.com

PASTOR WALTA
Haiti – Pas Bonbon
NEWS

https://ilcouncil.org/tag/evangelical-lutheran-church-of-haiti/
https://ilcouncil.org/tag/evangelical-lutheran-church-of-haiti/
mailto:Lars.Helland48@gmail.com


Toys for God’s Kids: 
     Thanks to the folks who came out to
assemble toy cars for our Toys for God’s
Kids ministry this past week. These folks
are known as “SmileMakers” because the
toy cars bring smiles to children
throughout the world. We assembled just
over 350 toy cars and our assembly times
are a time of good fellowship and good
conversation. All that is required is to be
able to add the wheels to the car bodies
that are already prepared. The glue and
small wood mallet are provided so if you
would like to be a “SmileMaker” please
contact Pastor Ray or Mike Hauser to get
on board. 
     We also need folks with woodworking
equipment to help with cutting out the
car bodies that are assembled. Required
equipment would be a scroll saw, belt
sander, table top router, and a drill press.
If you have some or all of this 

equipment and would like to help or if you
have questions, again, contact Pastor Ray
or Mike. We must turn down some
requests for toy cars because of not
having enough inventory on hand so if you
could help, it would be greatly
appreciated. We meet about every two
months depending on the number of cars
the cutters can prepare. 

     Children throughout the world, where
mission teams go to help, do not have
toys to play with and these little cars
bring loads of excitement when they are
handed out. We also provide them for the
Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox ministry.
 Come join us and be a “SmileMaker”. 

By Pastor Ray Ramsburg

Mission Board
News

Honduras Mission Team News: ESLC is
once again sending a mission team to
Honduras to serve for a week. This year
the week is March 13 to March 20, 2027.
The team is already forming with many of
the missionaries from previous teams. The
mission remains the same, medical with an
evangelistic outcome. Medical skills are
not required. All that is needed is the
desire to help those who, because of the
situation in their country, are not able to
help themselves. The team provides
medical, dental, optical care, a pharmacy,

children’s ministry, plus the installation of
multiple water filters and last but not
least, Evangelism. The entire week
provides the opportunity to share the
gospel, regardless of where you are
serving.
         To say this is a rewarding experience
is an understatement. It is in fact a life
changing experience. If you would like
more information please contact our
team leader, John Cochell. 
         We are not taking God to Honduras,
He is already there, He is just waiting for
you to arrive for service. Please
prayerfully consider being part of this
ministry.

Dios te bendiga (God Bless You), 
Pastor Ray 



By Sue Hauser

Stewardship News

We encourage everyone to find a
way that they can serve within this
ESLC congregation or in the
community within their time and
ability constraints. Every month in
the Agapegram, JOBS, Joyous
Opportunity for Believers, identifies
ways to serve.   These volunteer
positions are also posted in the
Church Bulletin Board. 

Do any of your likes, skills or passion
coincide with the positions listed
below? If so, please contact the
person identified.  One reason that
Eternal Shepherd is such a great
community of believers is because
of all the service that we freely give.

Thank you for taking the time to
review the church’s needs.

When making a memorial gift online
for a loved one or friend, look for the
memorial tile on the church online 
 

Please call Grover Stewart at 704-
603-7092 or Teri Massa at 803-447-
9895 for assistance or questions.  

When you click on the tile to make a
donation, there is a text box at the
bottom stating, "In Memory of". This
box is required and allows you to
designate who the memorial is for
and what fund, if any, you would like
your donation to go to. 

 Online Giving Update   
  

giving website.
The title of the
tile is Memorials
with a picture of
a candle. 
 

The Prison Ministry team visits Oconee
County Detention Center in Walhalla
once a quarter. Our next visit is
planned for, Saturday, September 12.
We will have devotions and take prayer
requests. Along with the devotions,
cookies are given to the inmates.
Usually around 30 dozen cookies are
needed to be baked and bagged.  

Prison Ministry

If you are interested in serving our
Lord in this important ministry as a
volunteer assisting with devotions and
prayer requests, leading devotions or 
baking cookies,
leave a message
with Delane Dukes
or Lisa Stankiewicz.  



Little Lambs Monitoring
The Safety Committee is looking for
volunteers to monitor the cameras and
radio on Friday mornings.  If you can watch
a camera screen, push and button and dial
911 in case of an emergency, your help is
needed. Please contact Paul Fredrickson at
864-434-2854 if you can help..
 

Handicap Ramp Building Assistance
If you like to build things, please join the
team that builds ramps throughout the
community. Please contact Deek Decker at
864-356-2135 for more information

Prison Ministry Volunteers
If you are interested in visiting, distributing
Bibles, leading devotions or baking cookies
quarterly for the Oconee County
Detention Center, please contact Delane
Dukes at 864-247-4282 for more
information.

Property Management Volunteers
If you are concerned about the upkeep
and maintenance of the church facility and
property, please consider assisting with
special projects or on as need basis. Please
contact Paul Sherman at 864-602-3262
for more information.
 

Toys for Gods Kids Volunteers
Help is needed in cutting out the car
bodies using a scroll saw or band saw. If
this is something that you would like to do,
please contact Pastor Ray Ramsburg at
904-583-1214 or Mike Hauser at 864-719-
0474 for more information.

Altar Care Members
Serve as a member of the Altar Care
team. Timeframe is one month a year and
training is provided. The main duties
include preparing the altar before the
service and changing paraments during
the assigned month. Please contact Tracy
Cochell at 404-433-7338 for more
information.

Ushers and Readers 
 If you are interested in serving during
worship services, please contact the
church office at 864-882-3209 or email
office@eternalshepherd.org.

Hospitality Members
If you like to cook or entertain, please join
the team that assists in the kitchen
preparing food for various church
functions; please contact Colleen
Hesemann at 864-784-0421.

Nursery Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are needed to watch over our
youngest members, especially during the
Sunday School hour or second Service. If
you are interested, please contact Nicole
Beattie at 864-710-1574. 

Church Website Webmaster
The webmaster manages and maintains
the Eternal Shepherd’s website. Key
responsibilities include ensuring that the
side is running smoothing, updating
contents, maintaining security and
troubleshooting technical issue. Please
contact Pastor Hammer or Denise
Stewart at 864-882-3209.

Eternal Shepherd J.O.B. Board
Joyous Opportunities for Believers

mailto:office@eternalshepherd.org


By Tracy Cochell

Choice Dollars to the charity of your
choice.Thrivent allows donations to
thousands of charities including Eternal
Shepherd.  Please donate these funds
as you prefer.   If you received an email,
all you have to do is click on Direct Now,
or you can log into your Thrivent
account to donate or call Thrivent at  
1-800-847-4826 and specify your
Thrivent Choice.

2026 BABY BOTTLE DRIVE FOR THE FOOTHILLS CARE CENTER

Thank you to all who supported the
2026 Baby Bottle Drive to benefit the
Foothills Care Center (FCC) this year. I
presented the Eternal Shepherd check
to FCC for $6310. Foothills asked me
to give the congregation a heartfelt
thanks for your generosity,
faithfulness, and commitment to their
ministry.  This check will help Foothills
fulfill their mission “To glorify God the
Creator, by protecting and promoting
the value of all human life”. What a
blessing to be part of this God
pleasing ministry! 

Many thanks to Denise, Pastor, Teri Massa, Grover Stewart and Bill Smith for
their help throughout this campaign to support FCC. On behalf of FCC, thank you
and God bless!

ATTENTION THRIVENT MEMBERS

Thrivent has updated their Choice
Dollars program so that we can direct
the 2026 Choice Dollars now instead of
waiting until February or March of the
following year.  But these 2026
donations need to be made before
December 31 . Thrivent member you
should have received this notice in June. 

st

So, it is time again to direct your 2026



The program played an important role in
my journey into Lutheranism, providing a
steady source of growth,
encouragement, and catechesis. Should
you be inclined to listen, whether a little
or a lot, I trust Issues, Etc. will edify and
encourage you in Christ!

You can listen to Issues, Etc. in several
ways.

YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/IssuesEtc
Listen on demand at
http://www.issuesetc.org
Any podcast provider, such as Apple
or Spotify
Listen live in the LPR app (4pm-6pm
Eastern)

Issues, Etc. is a podcast and radio talk
show produced by Lutheran Public Radio
(LPR) in Collinsville, Illinois, and hosted by
LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. 
The program features pastors,
theologians, authors, and other expert
guests discussing Scripture, theology,
church history, apologetics, worship,
current events, and more, all from a
confessional Lutheran perspective. A
sampling of recent topics includes:

Looking Forward to Sunday Morning
(Three-Year Lectionary)
The Lord’s Prayer in Lutheran
Worship
Old Testament Matriarch Ruth
Family Discipleship
The Reliability of the Bible
The Hymn, “What Is The World To Me”
First Century Jewish Historian Flavius
Josephus on Jesus

In addition, the archive spans many
years of programming. You can search
for keywords of interest on the website,
and there’s a good chance you’ll find a
segment on the topic. 

I have been a listener and supporter of
Issues, Etc. for over a decade. 

By Stephen Peele

Issues, Etc.
Expert Guests, Expansive Topics, Extolling Christ

https://www.youtube.com/IssuesEtc
http://www.issuesetc.org/


DO YOU KNOW ABOUT 
ESLC PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY?

     It has existed since late 2014. ESLC though it’s
members has given over 225 full size prayer shawls
to friends, relatives and our members who needed
to know that they are loved and that God, our
Father, is there to guide, sustain and uplift them no
matter what they are going through. 

     Prayer Shawls come in all sizes, all colors and
styles and are prayed over as they are being
made. They are available for you to give to anyone
that you think would benefit from this gift. You will
find the prayer shawls in the fellowship hall by the
closet. There is a displayed prayer shawl with
plastic bins beside it containing prayer shawls that
are ready to be given. Just select the one that you
think the person would like. Please sign it out on the
clipboard giving us your name, the date and
.person’s name. No approval to give one is needed,
but we ask that you pray with them as you give it.
    

 We greatly appreciate your help distributing
these prayers to people in need. If you have any
questions, please contact Sue Hauser.

"Prayer Shawls come in all
sizes, all colors and styles

and are prayed over as they
are being made."

ARE YOU CONCERNED ABOUT BEING SCAMMED …
By people calling on the phone? Through emails or texts? Or any other means?

Do you want to learn what to watch for? Do you want to learn what precautions
to take?

ESLC is presenting a FRAUD SEMINAR on Tuesday, September 22  in the
Fellowship Hall beginning with lunch at noon.

nd

ESLC is presenting a FRAUD SEMINAR on Tuesday,
September 22  in the Fellowship Hall beginning with lunch
at noon.

nd

The presentation by Sam Heat of Carolina Wealth
Management will begin at 1:00pm.  Mark your calendar
and sign up on the bulletin board if you plan to attend.

If you have any questions, please contact Sue Hauser.



September AnniversariesSeptember Birthdays

By Student Name,
Year Level

1

2
3
5
7
8

9

10

11
14

15

16

Kerry Blount
Laura Broderdorf
Katrina Madden
Ann Cochell
Carl Sitler
Lisa Hill
Pat Milz
Jerry Seiff
Joe Johnsonwall
Peter Thoma
Terri Baumann
Kenny Bell
Bettina Burinsky
Frank Kieninger
Juliette Johnsonwall
Kaylee Phelan
Karen Eckersley
Scott Krueger
Mike Scott

Magnus Cox
Evelyn Seigler
Carolyn Haenggi
Jeff McKay
Phillip Welte
Judy Hammer
Ann Miller
Chris Christensen
Linda Overby
Scott Robirds
Cathy Waldo
Katie Getchell
Keith Phelan
Jacob Zirbel
Kayla Fireovid
Judy Reese
Aubrey Gemkow
Jean Hippchen
Kailynne Wood

17

18

19

20
21

22
23
24
27

29

30

1

7
9

17
21
22
23
24
29

Guy Loftin & Marla Moseley
Kim & Sue Wennermark
Alec & Teresa Todd
Dave & Deb Buckman
David & Rebecca Rutkiewic
Carl & Katherine Sitler
Fred & Debbie Bell
Dave & Mary Compton
Peter & Laura Thoma
Tony & Sandy Alford
Larry & Ann Miller

Food Bank News

Please help us in collecting
preferred needed canned, or
boxed grocery items each month
to help restock the Golden
Corner Food Pantry’s shelves.
September’s preferred product is
“Canned Vegetables”. 

Please place your items in the
containers marked “Food Bank”
down by the Fellowship Hall.
Thank you for your generosity &
suppport!



Service Times
 

8:30 a.m. Worship Service
(Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays)

 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
& Adult Bible Study

 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service
(Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays) 

ESLC Staff
Pastor David Hammer
Deaconess Holly Cox

Office Manager: Denise Stewart 
Preschool Director: Gina Cote
Choir Director: Rick Schmidt 

Choir Accompanist: David Phillips
Organist: David Phillips

Missionaries
David & Dr. Arianna Shirk, Kenya
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	Staffing Toward the Future
	By Pastor David Hammer
	Every time I pray for all of you, I always pray with joy, because of your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now. Philippians 1:4-5 EHV

	A Little History:
	Over the past several years we’ve had a variety of discussions about additional staffing here at Eternal Shepherd. Some of those conversations took place in Council or board meetings but many occurred in hallways and parking lots. Some of those exchanges centered on your concerns that Deaconess and I would have any added support that we might need while others considered what additional ministry could be accomplished by extra hands as we might grow.
	Last year, in a congregational meeting it was moved and passed by the ESLC voters that we should investigate additional support staffing. That process began slowly because we knew that Celeste was soon to retire from her position as Office Manager and our focus was on getting Terri trained as the short-term solution followed by the search process that led us to Denise. Along the way, we said farewell to Michelle as our accompanist and saw the usual ebb and flow of Little Lambs teachers from year to year. In short, the Lord led us through a whirlwind of staffing changes over the past year or so.

	INSIDE,
	WE ALSO
	TALK ABOUT:

	The Promised Staffing Update:

	Pastor David
	Deaconess’ Musings
	From Deaconess Holly Cox
	Often times we find ourselves unsure.
	Unsure of the world. Unsure of our nation. Unsure of ourselves. Unsure of what is yet to come. Unsure of _______ (you fill it in).
	We feel the need to find assurance in things, people, places, and experiences claiming to solve all our problems and fears. We take actions that further seek to find confidence in ourselves, and to rely on personal feelings and thoughts as justification. And the result? We fail. Time and time again. That once shining and gleaming assurance turns to rotten and rusty despair or pride. And the vicious cycle begins again.
	However, David, inspired by the Holy Spirit, writes in the psalm that in the Lord alone is found refuge and good. That sure and certain confidence we yearn for is found in Christ alone. Turning away from our idols of others, things, and ourselves, we see our failings and sins against our God. In His gracious mercy, our God does not leave us mired in the deep pit of our sin. Christ stoops down and picks us up, dusts us off, and proclaims the words we need to hear the most, “Your sins are forgiven. You are mine. I died for you. I rose for you. I will keep you forever.”
	That, my brothers and sisters, is sure confidence. Your faith, given to you in your baptism and sustained by the very body and blood of Christ in the Holy Supper, is in that same Christ. In no other place is your confidence found. He upholds your faith, strengthens it, and keeps it firm. Do not doubt it. For if Christ, our Creator and Redeemer, promises to keep you, it is done. Finalized over two-thousand years ago across the sea.
	Kingdoms will rise and fall.
	Our feelings will wane and crumble.
	Christ is forever.
	There is no good apart from Christ. But in Him, there is the forgiveness of sins and the promise of life everlasting.
	Amen.


	Little Lambs Preschool:
	Making an Impact
	Celebrating 25 Years of Ministry (2002-2027)
	By Sue McCart
	Where We Begin



	Little Lambs Preschool
	By Gina Cote
	Some Dates to keep in mind:

	Operation Christmas Child News
	By Terri Baumann
	National Collection Week Update:


	Comfort Dog News
	By Kyra Carbone, Top Dog for Team Seth
	Seth offering comfort to our dear friend at the Cancer Center 4 years ago

	Mission Board
	News
	By Lars Helland
	PASTOR WALTA
	Haiti – Pas Bonbon

	NEWS
	Dear Brother Lars,
	I hope you are doing well.
	Please find attached four documents from Pass Bonbon, Central-Plateau, Haiti.
	Your faithful partnership has made a real difference in the lives of our students, teachers, and communities. Thank you for your continued prayers, generosity, and encouragement.
	May the Lord richly bless you and your congregation.
	In Christ,
	Walta Clercius


	Mission Board News
	By Pastor Ray Ramsburg
	Toys for God’s Kids:
	Online Giving Update
	Prison Ministry

	Stewardship News
	By Sue Hauser

	Eternal Shepherd J.O.B. Board
	Joyous Opportunities for Believers
	Little Lambs Monitoring
	The Safety Committee is looking for volunteers to monitor the cameras and radio on Friday mornings.  If you can watch a camera screen, push and button and dial 911 in case of an emergency, your help is needed. Please contact Paul Fredrickson at 864-434-2854 if you can help..

	Handicap Ramp Building Assistance
	If you like to build things, please join the team that builds ramps throughout the community. Please contact Deek Decker at 864-356-2135 for more information

	Prison Ministry Volunteers
	If you are interested in visiting, distributing Bibles, leading devotions or baking cookies quarterly for the Oconee County Detention Center, please contact Delane Dukes at 864-247-4282 for more information.

	Property Management Volunteers
	If you are concerned about the upkeep and maintenance of the church facility and property, please consider assisting with special projects or on as need basis. Please contact Paul Sherman at 864-602-3262 for more information.

	Toys for Gods Kids Volunteers
	Help is needed in cutting out the car bodies using a scroll saw or band saw. If this is something that you would like to do, please contact Pastor Ray Ramsburg at 904-583-1214 or Mike Hauser at 864-719-0474 for more information.

	Altar Care Members
	Serve as a member of the Altar Care team. Timeframe is one month a year and training is provided. The main duties include preparing the altar before the service and changing paraments during the assigned month. Please contact Tracy Cochell at 404-433-7338 for more information.

	Ushers and Readers
	If you are interested in serving during worship services, please contact the church office at 864-882-3209 or email office@eternalshepherd.org.

	Hospitality Members
	If you like to cook or entertain, please join the team that assists in the kitchen preparing food for various church functions; please contact Colleen Hesemann at 864-784-0421.
	Nursery Volunteers Needed


	Church Website Webmaster
	The webmaster manages and maintains the Eternal Shepherd’s website. Key responsibilities include ensuring that the side is running smoothing, updating contents, maintaining security and troubleshooting technical issue. Please contact Pastor Hammer or Denise Stewart at 864-882-3209.


	2026 BABY BOTTLE DRIVE FOR THE FOOTHILLS CARE CENTER
	Issues, Etc.
	Expert Guests, Expansive Topics, Extolling Christ
	By Stephen Peele
	"Prayer Shawls come in all sizes, all colors and styles and are prayed over as they are being made."

	DO YOU KNOW ABOUT
	ESLC PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY?
	ARE YOU CONCERNED ABOUT BEING SCAMMED …
	By people calling on the phone? Through emails or texts? Or any other means?
	Do you want to learn what to watch for? Do you want to learn what precautions to take?
	ESLC is presenting a FRAUD SEMINAR on Tuesday, September 22nd in the Fellowship Hall beginning with lunch at noon.
	ESLC is presenting a FRAUD SEMINAR on Tuesday, September 22nd in the Fellowship Hall beginning with lunch at noon.
	The presentation by Sam Heat of Carolina Wealth Management will begin at 1:00pm.  Mark your calendar and sign up on the bulletin board if you plan to attend.
	If you have any questions, please contact Sue Hauser.

	Food Bank News
	Please help us in collecting preferred needed canned, or boxed grocery items each month to help restock the Golden Corner Food Pantry’s shelves. September’s preferred product is “Canned Vegetables”.
	Please place your items in the containers marked “Food Bank” down by the Fellowship Hall.
	Thank you for your generosity & suppport!
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	16
	Kerry Blount
	Laura Broderdorf
	Katrina Madden
	Ann Cochell
	Carl Sitler
	Lisa Hill
	Pat Milz
	Jerry Seiff
	Joe Johnsonwall
	Peter Thoma
	Terri Baumann
	Kenny Bell
	Bettina Burinsky
	Frank Kieninger
	Juliette Johnsonwall
	Kaylee Phelan
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	Mike Scott
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	27
	29
	30
	Magnus Cox
	Evelyn Seigler
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	Jeff McKay
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	Judy Hammer
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	Linda Overby
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	Guy Loftin & Marla Moseley
	Kim & Sue Wennermark
	Alec & Teresa Todd
	Dave & Deb Buckman
	David & Rebecca Rutkiewic
	Carl & Katherine Sitler
	Fred & Debbie Bell
	Dave & Mary Compton
	Peter & Laura Thoma
	Tony & Sandy Alford
	Larry & Ann Miller
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