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A New Perspective for a New Year 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. For his mercy endures forever.  
Psalm 136:1 EHV 
 

Pastor Matt Richard writes the following helpful reflection entitled, Grat-
itude: A Gift in an Age of Entitlement.  We would be wise to carry these 
thoughts into the year ahead: 

 

… There were ten diseased, broken, and socially outcast lepers. And all ten cried out, 
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”  
And Jesus did. He spoke, and they were healed. But here is the catch: only one returned. Only 

one came back. One out of ten. 
Now let’s stop for a moment.  
Just one out of ten; that’s ten percent. That’s failing.  
Now, the question we must ask is not, "Why did they not return?" but rather, "Why do we not 

return? Why do we also fail to give thanks?" 
You see, we live in an age of profound ingratitude. But this is not because we were not taught 

good manners. No, instead, we live in a culture of entitlement.  And entitlement is the enemy of 
gratitude. Indeed, we live in a time where people believe they are owed everything. Everything is 
a right. Everything is deserved: food, housing, love, affirmation, safety, happiness, health! It 
should all be ours by default. So, when we receive a gift, well… we aren’t grateful.  We con-
sume and then demand more.  

Again, this is the heart of an entitlement culture. When we give way to entitlement, gratitude 
dies. Mark this: you can’t be thankful for what you think you deserve.  

… [We] try to justify this in our minds by thinking that ingratitude is neutral. But it is not! 
Ingratitude is theft. It is the robbery of God’s glory. Every gift consumed without thanks is a de-
nial of the Giver. It’s a declaration:  

"I earned this. I deserve this. I don’t need You, O Lord. I am my own god." 
This is why Jesus was so startled—so disappointed—by the absence of the nine, saying,  
“Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine?”  
The answer is obvious: they took the gift and did not return.  
Dear friends, ingratitude forgets the Giver. Ingratitude is spiritual amnesia. It forgets that we 

deserve nothing except sin, death, and hell. 
Gratitude, though—gratitude flows from humility. Gratitude knows that every breath is a gift. 

Every meal is grace. Every heartbeat is mercy. Gratitude does not say,  
“I earned this.” It rather says, “Lord, thank You. I am not worthy.” 
 
* * * 
I remember a man named Vince. He was a parishioner – and a mentor, though he didn’t know 

it. Vince lived with gratitude. You could see it in his eyes. He would often say,  
 

 



 

 

        
 
“I’ll never understand why Christ bled and died for me. I don’t deserve His love.” 
But here’s the thing about Vince: he didn’t try to conjure up gratitude. He didn’t work at 

being grateful. He didn’t fake it. No, gratitude poured out of him because he rightly under-
stood who he was. Vince knew he was a poor miserable sinner. He knew that he was de-
serving of nothing but sin, death, and hell. And so when he looked around at the blessings 
in his life—his wife, his church, his health, his Savior—he was overwhelmed because he 
knew he deserved none of it. Sit up and listen to this carefully: when a man knows that he 
deserves hell and receives heaven instead, the result is gratitude. Not manufactured… not 
coerced… but real gratitude. 

And so, Vince didn’t take his wife for granted. Or his church. Or his retirement pension. 
Or the pew he sat in. He saw all of life as gift. He expected nothing and appreciated every-
thing. His faith made him grateful. His gratitude made him joyful.   … 

 

[Read Pastor Richard’s whole post at: https://www.pastormattrichard.com/2025/10/
gratitude-gift-in-age-of-entitlement.html ] 

 
Do you remember your response, when I say, “Let us bless the Lord:”   
______ __ __ ___! 
 

Let the peace of Christ control your hearts... And be thankful.  Colossians 3:15 EHV 
          

       Pastor David 

 
 

 

EPIPHANY WALK  
 
For children and youth 2 years 
old and up. January 4, 2026, 
9:45am during the Sunday 
school hour.  Journey to meet 
the three Wise Men and King 
Herod as they search for Jesus. 
 

 

https://www.pastormattrichard.com/2025/10/gratitude-gift-in-age-of-entitlement.html
https://www.pastormattrichard.com/2025/10/gratitude-gift-in-age-of-entitlement.html


 

 

 

 

New Year – Eternal Message 

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have 
set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for 

him? ~Psalm 8:3-4 
 

In the midst of praising and glorifying God for His mighty and awesome deeds/
Creation, David breaks in and asks, “what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of 
man that you care for him?” It is as if humanity and all its woes and troubles are insignificant 
and unimportant when placed side-by-side to the majesty of the heavens and the wonders of the 
created world. What, in all of history, could make Man worthy of the care and attention of the 
all-mighty, all-powerful, all-knowing Creator God? Easy answer? Nothing. 

 
From the time the parents of humanity, Adam and Eve, sinned that first sin, God had 

every right to refuse mankind and eternally turn His back on them. The holy and righteous 
maker of the sun and moon, the heavens and the earth, the fishes, birds, and animals, the One 
who orders all time and seasons could have rejected this now fallen and sinful humanity. Holi-
ness does not mix with unholiness. Mankind was seemingly cut off forever from their Creator, 
never again to walk and live with Him. Darkness was creeping, awaiting its rule and reign. 

 
Not so fast, calls our God. For just as Adam and Eve’s sin broke the back of creation 

and forged a seemingly unrepairable gulf between Man and God, the Lord spoke the first word 
of Gospel, a promise of a Savior that would repair that gulf and would, in turn, break the back 
of sin, death, and the devil forever. Through Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection, never again 
could mankind be separated from our Creator. While we still fumble our way through this 
earthly life and at times it appears that the evils of sin, death, and the devil still rule and reign 
in the hearts of many, for us who are gathered into Christ, we cling to the hope of life everlast-
ing with our Lord and all who have gone before us. “World without end” indeed. 

 
As we celebrate and reflect this Christmas Season and into the Season of Epiphany, we 

welcome in the New Year, praying that God blesses the work He established for us, that He 
keeps and sustains us, and that He continues to give us His grace and forgiveness found only in 

Christ Jesus, our Lord.                ~Deaconess Holly 
 
Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and com-

mend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come. In the new year, abide among us with 
Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
~Collect for New Year’s Eve 

Deaconess’ Musings  



 

New Members 
 

Meet the Severances  
Engineers in this family…Reed for a private chemical company, Sandy for Duke Energy, son 
Ethan working for Duke-Hydro West and daughter Leah works for International Paper in 
IA.  Reed was born  in Charlotte NC, Sandy in Waco Tx,an air force kid having lived in CA, 
Guam, Japan, then Summerville.  Their two were born in Greenville.   Sandy is into quilting, 
yard work, cats,  
yoga & line dancing.  Reed also likes yard work, fixing things, rock work, milling and old 
cars.   Ethan’s interests are working on his vehicles, history, yard work, roaming the woods, ri-
fles and shooting. Reed has served on church council, finance, property and as a lector.   Their 
former Lutheran Church became too liberal in theology so they found ESLC.  We are glad they 
are here! 
 

DO YOU WANT TO LEARN HOW TO CROCHET? Then it’s your lucky day! 

Crochet classes will once again be offered the hour before the Spring Ladies Bible classes, be-

ginning with the second class on January 22nd at 1:45 pm, and continuing before each subse-

quent Spring class. Just arrive early and you will be taught! Sue Hauser will once again share 

her expertise with us. All crochet hooks and yarn will be supplied.  Please let Sue know if you 

are interested in joining this class or please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board in the Nar-

thex. Thank you! 

    
Feed The Hungry Dates in 2026 

Saturday, January 17 
Saturday, April 11 
Saturday, July 11 

Saturday, October 10 
 

 
Please add these dates to your calendar and remember that we will also need 
cookie bakers for those dates as well. If you would like to volunteer please call 
Mark Kunkel at (248)766-8002.  Thank you for your support! 
 

 

Food Bank News: Please help us in collecting preferred  
needed canned, or boxed grocery items each month to help re-
stock the Golden  Corner Food Pantry’s shelves.   January’s 
preferred product is “Beans - Canned or Dry”  (Please place 
your items in the containers marked Food Bank down by the 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

New Year Resolution  

Elder’s Thoughts  

Have you done it?  

Have you made your New Year Resolution? 

•    Hold Daily Conversations with Houseplants  

•    Start a Collection of Invisible Art  

• Master the Art of Levitation  

• Become a Professional Cloud Interpreter  

Every year, we always make a list of New Year's resolutions, but never keep them. 
Does the Bible say anything about making resolutions?  

Yes, the Bible certainly encourages us to examine our lives and resolve to change 
them if necessary (although not just at the beginning of a new year). The Psalmist, for 
example, made a resolution to keep his speech pure: “I have planned no evil; my 
mouth has not transgressed” (Psalm 17:3).  

Why, however, do so many of our resolutions fail? Sometimes it’s simply because 
they aren’t realistic. Instead, they’re only wishful thinking, with no way to make them 
actually happen.  

But the real problem is within ourselves—within our own hearts and minds. We’d all 
like to be better people, but no matter how hard we try, we find ourselves tripped up 
by our own moral failures and weaknesses. Even the Apostle Paul experienced this: “I 
have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out” (Romans 7:18).  

What is the solution? The solution is to turn to God, confessing our sins to Him and 
seeking His help to live the way we should. Begin the New Year by turning to Jesus 
Christ and inviting Him into your life. Then ask Him to help you become the person 
He wants you to be. This is what Paul did, and that’s why he could say, “I can do all 
this through him who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13).  

YOU CAN DO THIS  

Include in your daily prayers a prayer for ESLC, its pastor and its leaders. Imagine 
2,000 prayers every week. Imagine 100,000 prayers this year.  

      ~ Jim Bluhm 

 

 



 

Comfort Dog News 
 

Thank you to all who supported our 8th Annual “Howl-Le-Lu-Ya” Dog Biscuit Sale this year!  
We raised $1022 and will be donating $100 of these funds to Freedom Fences in Anderson, SC.   
This organization helps provide necessary care, shelter and medical support for dogs and cats in 
need. Contributions go directly toward rescuing, rehabilitating and finding loving homes for de-
serving animals.  
 

We also want to thank Thrivent Financial for granting us a $250 action team gift card which 
helped purchase the ingredients for the dog biscuits. The leftover funds will buy 6 large bags of 
dog food which will be donated to the Oconee Humane Society.  We made 154 bags of dog bis-
cuits this year and we hope all the dogs in your family and neighborhood enjoyed these special 
healthy treats which were made with lots of love!  
  

Please pray for Seth and the Comfort Dog Team in 2026.  We want to go where God wants us to 
go and be available when He calls.  God is opening doors for us in various ways with ongoing 
visits to Seneca High School, Clemson University and our very own Little Lambs Preschool.  
The youth we encounter seem to need comfort, unconditional love and moments of peace which 
hopefully Seth will be able to provide. In addition, the human part of the team offers prayer and 
Bible verses in appropriate situations during our visits.   
 

We also ask for prayers for Judy Reese, our next Top Dog for Comfort Dog 2 as she starts can-
vassing the congregation for potential team members as we move forward in the coming year.  If 
you are interested in joining the next team, you may contact her at 618-980-1134 or email her at 
topdog2eslc@gmail.com 
 

Happy New Year and may God bless you with His peace, love, and comfort in the coming year. 
 

To God be the Glory, 
Kyra Carbone, Top Dog 
 

Stewardship News 
 

As the New Year begins, many of us make New Year’s Resolutions which are basically goals of 
things that we want to accomplish.   Whether they are self-improvement or general things to do, 
we look forward to the New Year being at least as good as last year, but hopefully better.  We 
start the year with high expectations for ourselves. 
 

Whatever your spiritual goals for the New Year may be, please consider offering your time serv-
ing either at Eternal Shepherd or in the community. 
 

The JOBS, Joyous Opportunities for Believers, lists new chances to serve within the Eternal 
Shepherd family.   If you would consider filling any of the positions, please contact the person 
identified for additional information. 
 

One reason that Eternal Shepherd is such a great community of believers is because of all the 
service that we freely give within the church and in the community. 
Thank you for seriously considering fulfilling some of our needs. 
                                                                      Sue Hauser, Stewardship 



 

     Eternal Shepherd J.O.B. Board 
Joyous Opportunities for Believers 

 
Hospitality Board Chair 
The Hospitality Board Chair leads the Hospitality and Fellowship Board and sits on 
the ESLC Church Council. The main duties include organization of funeral, celebra-
tory and congregational meals; maintain supplies and organization of the kitchen; 
ensure kitchen is clean and equipment is operational; submit annual budget; and co-
ordinate activities of hospitality team and volunteers. See Article VI section G. of 
ESLC Constitution & By-Laws for a more detailed description. In addition, Coleen 
has recently developed detailed procedures for this role. 
Please contact Colleen Hessmann at 864 784-0421. 
 
Church Website Webmaster 
The webmaster manages and maintains Eternal Shepherd’s website. Key responsi-
bilities include ensuring that the site is running smoothly, updating content, main-
taining security and troubleshooting technical issues.  Please contact Pastor Ham-
mer or Deaconess Holly at 864-882-3209. 
 
Stewardship Board Member 
Serve as vice chair with expectation to become chair next year. The main duties in-
clude developing good stewardship of congregation’s time, talent, and finances to 
support the operation and missions of ESLC; encouraging the growth and advance-
ment of the congregation’s spiritual wellbeing and working to assimilate new mem-
bers. Please contact Sue Hauser at 864 643-9245. 
 
Little Lambs Preschool Financial Secretary 
The LL Financial Secretary is a member of the preschool board. The main duties in-
clude oversight of tuition billing and receipts in concert with our bookkeeper at 
H&R Block using Quick Books accounting software; depositing receipts at Bank of 
America, Seneca; tracking gifts/contributions & sending thank you notes; and sup-
porting annual auction. Experience with business software (Quick Books is easy to 
learn), Word and Excel are required. Please contact Jon Tyner at 513-600-1329.  
 
Nursery Volunteers 
On assigned Sunday provide care for small children while parents attend church ser-
vice and/or bible class. Please contact Nicole Beattie at 864 710 1574 or Cyra Phe-
lan at 843 302-1167 



 

     Eternal Shepherd J.O.B. Board 
Joyous Opportunities for Believers 

 
Altar Care Board Members 
Serve as a member of the Altar Care Board. For an assigned service, main duties in-
clude preparing the altar before the service; provide all elements required for com-
munion and baptism; maintain all sacramental utensils and set up the appropriate 
parament, banners and seasonal decorations. You will work with experienced mem-
bers. See Article VI section B. of ESLC Constitution & By-Laws for a more detailed 
description of this board. Please contact Tracy Keefer at 864 247-9606. 
 
Substitute Sunday School Teachers 
Work with lead teacher as an aide and assume teaching responsibilities when lead 
teacher is not available.  
Please contact Cyra Phelan at 843 302-1167. 
 
Christian Outreach Volunteers 
Volunteer to support the Christian Outreach Board with evangelism and charitable 
activities in the local community. See Article VI section D. of ESLC Constitution & 
By-Laws for a more detailed description of this board. 
Please contact Ann Miller at 864 637-8353. 
 
Property Management Volunteers 
Assist the Property Management Board with special projects on an as needed basis.  
Please contact Paul Sherman at 864 602-3262. 
 
Toys for Gods Kids Volunteers 
Assist in making wooden toys. Cut the car bodies using a scroll saw or band saw. 
Over 3,000 cars are made each year!  
Please contact Pastor Ray Ramsburg at 904 583-1214 or Mike Hauser at 864 643-
8646. 
 
Prayer Shawls Volunteers 
Need people who have the skill to crochet or knit prayer shawls. This can be done at 
their home at their convenience.  
Please contact Sue Hauser at 864 643-9245. 



 

 
 
 
 

 
“Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar 
on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk 
and not be faint.”  (Isaiah 40:30) 
 
As we ring in the New Year at Little Lambs Preschool, we are reminded 
of God’s promises of hope and renewal. After several weeks of rest and 
relaxation, the teachers and staff are ready to enter the new year of 
2026! 
 
We will be focusing our attention this month of January on the season 
of Winter! You will see a lot of crafts, songs, and stories that revolve 
around snowmen, ice castles, animals that hibernate in the winter and 
anything related to snow! 
 
Students come back to school on January 5th and on January 19th we 
will be out of school for MLK day.  
 
As the month of January concludes we will look forward to ushering in 
the month of February and the theme of love for God and one another.  
 
We are renewed and refreshed in the presence of these beautiful chil-
dren of God and feel God’s continual blessings at work! 
 
Thank you for your continual support and prayers for this most im-
portant ministry of Eternal Shepherd Lutheran Church.  
 
Blessings to you and your families, 
 
Gina 



 



 

Service Times 
 

8:30 a.m. Worship Service 
(Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays) 

 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School  
& Adult Bible Study 

 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
(Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays) 

 
 
 

Those Who Serve 
 

Pastor: David Hammer 
 

Deaconess: Holly Cox 
 

Secretary: Terri Baumann  
 

Preschool Director: Gina Cote 
 

Choir Director: Rick Schmidt  
 

Choir Accompanist: Michelle Rowland 
 

Organist: David Phillips 
 

Missionaries 
 
 

Nate Esala, Lutheran Bible Translators  

  
 

David & Dr. Arianna Shirk, Kenya 
 

S.E.D. Missionaries to Peru  

Eternal Shepherd Lutheran Church 
220 Carson Rd.  
Seneca, SC  29678   

  1 - Doug Zirbel 
  5– LJ Rebholz  
       Adam Warber 
  7 – Susan Robirds  
        Joyce Thompson 
 10– Benjamin Madden 
        Carol Welte 
 12 - Jim Daly 
 14 - Marty Gallimore      
         Jacquie Wilson 
 16 – Jim McKibben 
 17 -  Monica McCrary 
 18 –  Beth Renfroe 

20 -  Susan Tyner 
21 -Richard Grotheer  
 22 -Dennis Hippchen 
        Joe Nichelson                                                                                                           
        Bill Smith        
        Larry Snyder 
        Gerry Walton 
23 - Carol Shealy 
24 – Grover Stewart 
27 – Ken Dunlap 
29 – Sherry Wyatt 
30 - Mike Hauser 

January Birthdays                          January Anniversaries 
 

  3 - Frank & Bettina Burinsky  
  6 - Hunter & Abril Henderson 
  8 -  Jeep & Jean Feldt 
13 - Cecil & Cara Murray 
15 - Ray & Sherry Wyatt  
20 - Mike & Sue Kunce  
24 - Craig & Kathy Bergeson 


