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ETERNAL SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
220 Carson Road
Seneca, South Carolina 29678
www.eternalshepherd.org
office(@eternalshepherd.org
Office: 864-882-3209 or 864-882-5512
Little Lambs Preschool: 864-882-3202



Every Heart Prepare

...for the Lord searches every heart and understands
every desire and every thought. 1 Chronicles 28:9 EHV

As we enter a new Church Year and move toward
Christmas within the Church’s celebration, it is appropri-
ate to prepare our own hearts before God. As always, the busyness of the
seasons ahead and the festivities of various celebrations can easily distract
us from personal time in the Word, devotion & prayer, and a consistent
walk with the Lord. The themes of Advent can serve as just such a prepara-
tory season if we immerse ourselves in it. This year, the midweek Advent
theme is “Every Heart Prepare” and can be summarized as follows:

We decorate in preparation for Christmas. In November and December,
people spend hours putting g up lights in their living space and ornaments
on their evergreens. Poinsettias are placed on the mantel, presents are put
under the tree, and we “deck the halls with boughs of holly.” These Christ-
mas decorations bring enjoyment and anticipation to the holiday. Advent is
the church’s season of preparation for Christmas, for the coming of the
Lord.

This Advent season, as part of our preparation, we will reflect upon three
common Christmas decorations and how they help us see Christ and pre-
pare for His coming: evergreens, lights, and the creche. Then, on Christ-
mas, we will focus on the wrapped presents, which point us to the greatest
gift of all, Jesus Christ.

Of course, our Sundays in Advent with their hymns and texts will similarly
invite us to prepare and humble our hearts before God as we anticipate Je-
sus’ ultimate return in glory, welcome His coming to us in our daily walk,
and celebrate His birth into this world as our Savior.



You are invited to join us for all of our Advent and Christmas services
ahead but, even more, you are encouraged to prepare your heart in re-
pentance and faith to hear again of God’s love for you in Christ as we
remember and rejoice with the hymnist:

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King:
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room
And heav'n and nature sing...!

LSB 387:1
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Welcome to our New Members!

Meet the Woods:

"Two thousand miles from everywhere”, Shirley & Bruce actually did live two years on a trop-
ical Island called Kwajalein (Marshall Islands in Micronesia). The island land mass ~ 6 sq
miles!  Bruce worked as a Meck Systems Controller with the Safeguard Anti-
Ballistic Missile program. He also racked up over 200 dives as a certified scuba diver. Shirley
mentioned a perk she & 4 other wives had was the company flew them to Honolulu for shop-
ping every 6 months. She also learned to love the beaches at that time. Bruce held a private
pilot’s license, is a trained EMT, a bicyclist (did nine 450+/- mile bike rides across lowa),
helped found the Oconee Bible Study where he lead discussion groups
& sometimes summarized lessons learned (sermon style).  When he retired, Bruce was
the Lucent Technologies R&D Budget Director after being a Product Line Manager. He &
Shirley raised two children and now have two grandchildren. Shirley (a quilter) worked in Ad-
vertising first, then as HR Labor Relations manager serving 700+ United Auto Workers. She
enjoyed the different places their careers took them. The Woods now start their day by having
coffee together & end it often by watching an old movie after dinner. Sounds like a good way
to say good night!

Meet the Hellers:

Bob and Elaine grew up in Clemson and graduated from Daniel High School, where they met
in a math class. They married in 1966 after dating for six years. Bob was commissioned a sec-
ond lieutenant after completing Air Force ROTC at Clemson, while Elaine majored in music
education at Winthrop. Bob is a Vietnam veteran and retired from the Air Force as a licutenant
colonel in 1989. They have made their home in Denver, Shreveport LA, Washington DC, Ot-
tawa Ontario, Hampton VA, Raleigh NC, Sumter SC, and Clemson. Additionally, Bob's last
Air Force posting was to Headquarters, Allied Forces Southern Europe in Naples, Italy. After
retirement, Bob earned a real estate license and became a co-owner and broker-in-charge of a
real estate company in Sumter, and he was also a state-approved real estate licensing and post-
licensing instructor. Elaine taught K-1 and reading recovery until she retired in 2001. Today
Bob writes a monthly newsletter, Saints and Seasons, based on the LCMS liturgi-
cal calendar. They are the parents of two sons, Robert Jr. and Richard, and seven grandchil-
dren.

Meet Marty Gallimore:

Of Anglican background, Marty has lived in Seneca for 55 years. Her late husband Wayne, a
Seneca native, worked in Radio as his family had owned both the Journal and Radio Station
WSNW. They raised four children -, two sons live in SC whereas her daughters are in FL &
VA. She enjoyed working at Trinity Baptist pre-school for 10 years. Before a daughter’s mar-
riage she hurt her back on an exercise machine, curtailing some of her activities. Marty is a
reader and flower gardener. As Wayne’s health was failing he suggested they get a puppy so
she would have a companion when he was gone. “Gus” remains her pride and joy now. Marty
may soon be joining the Hospitality Committee so let’s give her a big welcome!




Meet the Kuhlmans:

Coming to us from 40 years in Cooper City FL, Liz & Dave unexpectedly followed their
youngest daughter, husband & 2 grandchildren here. Kuhlman’s day normally starts with
“Coffee & Devotions”. Liz is in the residential mortgage business, Dave (a GA Tech guy) re-
tired from FL Power & Light. Liz enjoys gardening, yard work & spoiling the grands, Dave
likes woodworking - also they like boating, concerts, deep-sea fishing & travel...they’ve partic-
ipated in mission trips to Haiti and to Mexico. Antarctica & Israel are the most interesting plac-
es they’ve visited. The couple’s interest areas within the church are Bible Study, Fellowship
& Service. At the end of the day, they relax with a glass (or 2?) of beer or wine.

FOUND: A ring has been found in one of the Honduras Fundraising gloves along
with some cash. If you’ve recently lost a ring, please call the office at 864-882-
3209 and describe it to Terri to claim it. Thank you!

SAVE THE DATE FOR THIS SPECIAL UPCOMING EVENT
FROM THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:

EPIPHANY WALK for children and youth 2 years old and up. January 4,
2026, 9:45am during the Sunday school hour. Journey to meet the three
Wise Men and King Herod as they search for Jesus.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

The poinsettia sign-up sheet is now on display on the Bulletin
Board in the Narthex. Please sign your name and take a moment
to fill it in remembering to fill out an individual line for each
plant. Sign how many you want and if you will pay check or cash.
The price is $10.00 per plant. Any questions please contact Tracy
Keefer. ~Thank you!

Also please note the 2026 Altar Flower Chart will go on
the bulletin board soon.




The Ministry of the Month is SCRIP

What is scrip? It is a low profile fund raising opportunity for Eternal Shepherd that started
sometime before the year 2000.

How is money raised? You have the opportunity to buy all sorts of gift cards at face value
and the church buys them at a discounted price. The few pennies difference accumulates
over time and the funds are used to help purchase items around the church. The monies have
contributed to the organ, the piano, choir robes, carpeting and tables in the fellowship hall,
etc., and contribute to other services.

Just a few families in the congregation regularly support it. Others use it periodically. It is
an underutilized program. But, you have to plan ahead if you want specialty gift cards. If
you request them on one Sunday, you will have them the next Sunday.

There is an orange top box near the front door nearest to the mailboxes. It has the scrip order
forms on the front of it. There are all kinds of gift cards including grocery, restaurant/fast
food, department, specialty and home improvement stores, and even Amazon, etc. They are
available in various denominations.

There are three ladies that currently work as ‘Scrip Ladies’. They are Beckie Rau, Sue
Hauser and Elisabeth Baker The Sunday Bulletin identifies which one to contact. Just seek
them out on Sunday or call / email them and the will handle your request.

The Scrip Lady carries Ingles, Publix, Food Lion and WalMart gift cards so that they availa-
ble immediately for your purchase.

Check the Bulletin Board and learn more about this program.
Sue Hauser, Stewardship

Foop BANK NEWS: Please help us in collecting -

preferred needed canned, or boxed grocery items

each month to help restock the Golden Corner Food '.Il)ugttg 'SjUDtTS. Hunts

Pantry’s shelves. December’s preferred product is
“Canned Tomatoes” (Please place your items in
the containers marked Food Bank down by the
Fellowship Hall). ~Thank you for your generosity
and support.




HOSPITALITY NEWS:

Hospitality continues as an important ministry in our church since our church be-
lieves that fellowship with other Christians is vital. We always remain committed
to our church and are always looking for new members. We are increasingly uti-
lizing this ministry more and more with each passing day. We would love to have
more people involved: This requires as LITTLE or as MUCH as you would like
to help with: providing food, set-up, serving and clean-up at certain functions.
All these are helpful and needed. If you are interested in joining our ministry,
please contact Colleen Wakeman.

On Sundag/s, we are involved with treats for Bible study between

1*. and 2". services. This again can be as MUCH or as LITTLE as you want, hav-
ing the coffee made and any treats that can be homemade, store bought or pack-
aged: Emphasis being put on amount...IT NEED NOT BE LARGE QUANTI-
TIES...working with other families is often helpful. If you sign up and are not
sure how to proceed, just let me know and I will help you learn the ropes (which is
not difficult). It will allow you to get to know more people and is great fun. The
pumper pots are now color coated...matching color to color and they will work.

Thanks to all who do so much to further our “hospitality” ministry.
Blessings, Colleen Hesemann

Hospitality Happenings for December

12/7 — Sherman
12/14 — Hippchen
12/21 — ??7?
12/28 — 77?7

Hospitality is going full speed. As you can see we still need someone to sign up
for 12/21 and 12/28.

If you are interested in any of these dates, please
sign up on the calendar behind the Coffee Pots.




Comfort Dog News

As we round out the year, we reflect on the goodness of God and how He has seen us through
another year working alongside Seth sharing His love in our community. The people we met,
the encounters we have had and the prayers we have prayed have been a blessing indeed. We
are so grateful for all of you who support us with encouraging words, financial gifts and pray-
ers.

And now, a few updates:

Our Lutheran Towers visit in Atlanta is always a
blessing to us. Thanks to your generosity, we
brought 100 bags filled with cleaning products
and socks for the residents. We witnessed many
smiles from not only the residents’ faces but also
the staff’s as well. The residents at Lutheran
Towers were very grateful for these gifts of love!

Our annual “Howl-Le-Lu-Ya Dog Biscuit Sale” will
take place December 14 and 21 before and after
each service. The price is $5 for a bag of home-
made dog biscuits (5 large or 12 small). The dog
biscuits will make great gifts for the special pup in
your life! We will also be offering beautiful note
cards featuring Seth with artwork by our very own
Sandy Alford. The price for a pack of 5 cards is
$10. We will donate 10% of the total proceeds to
Freedom Fences, a dog/cat rescue 501c organiza-
tion in Anderson.

My heart overflows with thanksgiving to our Lord for en-
trusting me to lead this ministry. I never expected to be
blessed as much as I have from those we visit, from Seth’s
team and from all of you who uplift me with your kind
words and encouragement. Thank you, my dear Eternal
Shepherd family, for loving and supporting Seth, the
team, the ministry and me! Merry and Blessed Christ-
mas!

To God be the Glory,
Kyra Carbone



MISSION OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND

At the request of the church Council, the Mission Committee is now considered to be a
“Board”. That was brought up at the last voter’s meeting and unanimously passed. We main-
tain the previous committee members and look forward to continued success in all our ven-
tures.

Those “adventures” include Disaster Response, Ramp Builders, Navigator support, our mis-
sionaries and mission trips in Kenya, Africa; Honduras; and Haiti; There are so many opportu-
nities to serve — the harvest is plentiful and the workers are few.

Please contact Lars Helland, Mission Board Chairman, for ideas on how you can be part of
one or more “teams”. Financial support in lieu of physical trips are vital to the school in Haiti,
and a future trip when safe travel in Haiti is possible. The Honduras team covers their cost for
flights, but everything else is covered in our budget and designated funds. Disaster Response
has a large number of homes needing chainsaw work, and home damage caused by Hurricane
Helene.

Transportation, meals, housing, and all required materials are provided through the Board of
Missions. There remain approximately 165 homes in need of help just in the Spartanburg ar-
ea. Our focus is typically within a maximum 5 hour drive, and we do have the church van for
transportation. The efforts remaining in the upstate of South Carolina and Western North Car-
olina are well below the 5 hour drive.

Check out the various displays in the Fellowship Hall. As a congregation, we certainly are
blessed to be a blessing! ~Lars Helland

HONDURAS MISSTION 2026 NEWS:

This report begins with a big THANK YOU! Your Honduras team is thankful
for everyone who filled a glove or just wrote a check for our “Helping Hands for
Honduras” fund-raiser. We are well on our way to having sufficient funds to cov-
er all of the supplies we need for our mission in February. We will probably have
one more fund-raiser in January to complete our mission needs. Stay tuned for
the date announcement for a “Your Pie” gathering. Delicious food to go along
with our mission efforts. What more could you ask for.

Please continue to pray for our Team as we prepare to go and serve and for the
people of Honduras that we will see during our week there. The dates are Febru-
ary 21 to 28, 2026. It’s not far off so pray for no obstacles to be thrown in our
path that would hinder our mission. Many of the people who come to the Bri-
gades do not know Jesus as Lord and Savior so please add that to your prayers
that their hearts may be open to receive God’s Word as we share with them.
Again, THANK YOU, for supporting our mission team.

Que Dios te bendiga, (May God Bless You),
Your 2026 Honduras Mission Team



The Ministry of the Month is SCRIP

What is scrip? It is a low profile fund raising opportunity for Eternal Shepherd that started
sometime before the year 2000.

How is money raised? You have the opportunity to buy all sorts of gift cards at face value
and the church buys them at a discounted price. The few pennies difference accumulates over
time and the funds are used to help purchase items around the church. The monies have con-
tributed to the organ, the piano, choir robes, carpeting and tables in the fellowship hall, etc.,
and contribute to other services.

Just a few families in the congregation regularly support it. Others use it periodically. It is an
underutilized program. But, you have to plan ahead if you want specialty gift cards. If you
request them on one Sunday, you will have them the next Sunday.

There is an orange top box near the front door nearest to the mailboxes. It has the scrip order
forms on the front of it. There are all kinds of gift cards including grocery, restaurant/fast
food, department, specialty and home improvement stores, and even Amazon, etc. They are
available in various denominations.

There are three ladies that currently work as ‘Scrip Ladies’. They are Beckie Rau, Sue Hauser
and Elisabeth Baker The Sunday Bulletin identifies which one to contact. Just seek them out
on Sunday or call / email them and the will handle your request.

The Scrip Lady carries Ingles, Publix, Food Lion and WalMart gift cards so that they available
immediately for your purchase.

Check the Bulletin Board and learn more about this program.
Sue Hauser, Stewardship

Little Lambs Preschool Says Thank You!!

Much appreciation to all who supported Little Lambs Preschool (LLP) through
our two fall fundraisers. Proceeds from the delicious Your Pie Dockside dinner
was $1,400. And our most recent Belk Charity Sale event brought $1,359 to
LLP. These are much needed funds to help pay our teacher’s a fair wage while
keeping the tuition affordable for our community. Also, periodically LLP must
update indoor and outdoor play equipment to challenge the children’s growing
developmental needs. Mark your calendars for our annual spaghetti supper and
auction on April 25, 2026!

You can always support this important local Christian outreach at any time by

donating through the offering plate or go to the church website and click on
ONLINE GIVING, then click on the Little Lambs general fund tile and/or the
C.A.R.E. fund tile.
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Chy Shoebox News: This year Eternal Shepherd reached new
QJ/ heights with regard to how many shoeboxes we packed. For

W the first time ever we packed 402 Shoeboxes! Thank you to all
those who contributed to our fundraising efforts. This year we
also met our goal of packing 25 shoeboxes online! All of those
boxes will be sent to countries hostile to the Gospel. During
National Collection Week we collected 1,599 shoeboxes in this place. The total
number of shoeboxes collected for our area, which includes Oconee County,
Pickens County and the upper third of Anderson County, was 27,860! That
means that 27,860 more children will hear that God loves them so much, He sent
His Son Jesus to die for them. Just imagine how many of those children we’ll see
in heaven one day! To God be the Glory!!

December Birthdays December Anniversaries
1 - Libby Dunlap 16—FElaine Randles 19 - Griffin & Juliaqne Eslinger
Lee Smith Gary Smith 22 - Chuck & Beckle Rau
2— Berniece Richards Jon Wilken 24 - Lars & Lois H.elland
4— Deek Decker 25 - Jeanne Arkfeld 27 - Ken & Katherme Dun}ap
Ann Mitchell 26 — John Beattie 28 - an & MOl’ll‘CEI Del Prlore
5 — Evie Hammer May Fireovid Phil & Margi McLain
Jon Tyner 27 — Heather Ray 31 - Paul & Scottie Fredrickson
6 — James Ray 28 — Lisa Lehmann
8 - Derrick Fisher 29 — Beckie Rau
Nathan Gemkow 31 - Rich Hesemann /—\
10 — Harriet Murphy A0
11 - Anderson Scott [\ A )
15 — Fred Massa ) / N |
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Eternal Shepherd J.O.B. Board
Joyous Opportunities for Believers

Hospitality Board Chair

The Hospitality Board Chair leads the Hospitality and Fellowship Board and sits on
the ESLC Church Council. The main duties include organization of funeral, celebra-
tory and congregational meals; maintain supplies and organization of the kitchen;
ensure kitchen is clean and equipment is operational; submit annual budget; and co-
ordinate activities of hospitality team and volunteers. See Article VI section G. of
ESLC Constitution & By-Laws for a more detailed description. In addition, Coleen
has recently developed detailed procedures for this role.

Please contact Colleen Hessmann at 864 784-0421.

Church Website Webmaster
The webmaster manages and maintains Eternal Shepherd’s website. Key responsi-
bilities include ensuring that the site is running smoothly, updating content, main-

taining security and troubleshooting technical issues. Please contact Pastor Ham-
mer or Terri Baumann at 864 882-3209.

Stewardship Board Member

Serve as vice chair with expectation to become chair next year. The main duties in-
clude developing good stewardship of congregation’s time, talent, and finances to
support the operation and missions of ESLC; encouraging the growth and advance-
ment of the congregation’s spiritual wellbeing and working to assimilate new mem-
bers.

Please contact Sue Hauser at 864 643-9245.

Little Lambs Preschool Financial Secretary

The LL Financial Secretary is a member of the preschool board. The main duties in-
clude oversight of tuition billing and receipts in concert with our bookkeeper at
H&R Block using Quick Books accounting software; depositing receipts at Bank of
America, Seneca; tracking gifts/contributions & sending thank you notes; and sup-
porting annual auction. Experience with business software (Quick Books is easy to
learn), Word and Excel are required. Please contact Jon Tyner at 513 600-1329.

Nursery Volunteers

On assigned Sunday provide care for small children while parents attend church ser-
vice and/or bible class. Please contact Nicole Beattie at 864 710 1574 or Cyra Phe-
lan at 843 302-1167




Eternal Shepherd J.O.B. Board
Joyous Opportunities for Believers

Altar Care Board Members

Serve as a member of the Altar Care Board. For an assigned service, main duties in-
clude preparing the altar before the service; provide all elements required for com-
munion and baptism; maintain all sacramental utensils and set up the appropriate
parament, banners and seasonal decorations. You will work with experienced mem-
bers. See Article VI section B. of ESLC Constitution & By-Laws for a more detailed
description of this board.

Please contact Tracy Keefer at 864 247-9606.

Substitute Sunday School Teachers
Work with lead teacher as an aide and assume teaching responsibilities when lead

teacher is not available.
Please contact Cyra Phelan at 843 302-1167.

Christian Outreach Volunteers

Volunteer to support the Christian Outreach Board with evangelism and charitable
activities in the local community. See Article VI section D. of ESLC Constitution &
By-Laws for a more detailed description of this board.

Please contact Ann Miller at 864 637-8353.

Property Management Volunteers
Assist the Property Management Board with special projects on an as needed basis.
Please contact Paul Sherman at 864 602-3262.

Toys for Gods Kids Volunteers

Assist in making wooden toys. Cut the car bodies using a scroll saw or band saw.
Over 3,000 cars are made each year!

Please contact Pastor Ray Ramsburg at 904 583-1214 or Mike Hauser at 864 643-
8646.

Prayer Shawls Volunteers

Need people who have the skill to crochet or knit prayer shawls. This can be done at
their home at their convenience.

Please contact Sue Hauser at 864 643-9245.




Little Lambg Tales

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given..... And he will be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” Isaiah 9:6
We just ended our wonderful month of November where we spent time in thanks-
giving for all our many blessings! We gathered with over 170 of our Little Lambs
family in the Fellowship Hall for a delicious Thanksgiving Feast! How fortunate
we are to be a part of this amazing community where we can share Fellowship
and Food with one another.

And now we are beginning one of our favorite times of the year as we prepare for
Christmas. Imagine being able to experience the season of Christmas through the
eyes of a child. The wonder and awe! The anticipation of the birth of baby Jesus!
The excitement and joy awaiting Santa and the presents under the Christmas tree!
We here at Little Lambs Preschool are fortunate to be able to participate in this
season through the eyes of our beautiful children. Our Christmas celebration be-
gins on December 4" with our annual candy house making. This event will be
held downstairs in the big playroom of the preschool where the parents and grand-
parents will spend time with their child creating a beautiful candy house master-
piece made from candy and frosting! This will certainly put all of us into the
Christmas Spirit!

On December 11" the children will share their musical gifts during our Christmas
Program. This program will be held in the Sanctuary at 10:30 am. We will have a
time of Fellowship following our program with cookies and treats in the Fellow-
ship Hall.

We will be out of school from December 19" through J anuary 2nd for our Christ-
mas vacation. The students return to school on January 5™

As you enter this Christmas season we invite you to the Duke Power Company for
the Festival of Trees. Little Lambs Preschool is participating in this wonderful
event and would love for you to come and see our Christmas Tree. Voting for
your favorite tree ends on January 2™!

Thank you for all your support for our preschool ministry! May Peace and Hap-
piness reign in your home this Christmas and may the New Year be loaded with
blessings for you and your family.

In Christ,
Gina



Countdown of Giving
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As people remember the gift of Christ,
let’s remiember those around us

with little acts of giving. 1"1_
Make an Advent paper chain

t count down the days until
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stmile; have a cheerful attitude
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A new baby brings joy and the anticipation of what he or she
will growy Up 1o become. Jesus” birth was miraculous, but His
life was praphesied and planned by Gad.

Linscramble the words betow; marching them to their correct speling. Then
use the rumbers to fill in the comect words fo complete Luke 1.32-33 (NV,
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SERVICE TIMES

8:30 a.m. Worship Service
(Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays)

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
& Adult Bible Study

11:00 a.m. Worship Service
(Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays)

[
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THOSE WHO SERVE

Pastor: David Hammer
Deaconess: Holly Cox
Secretary: Terri Baumann
Preschool Director: Gina Cote
Choir Director: Rick Schmidt
Choir Accompanist: Michelle Rowland
Organist: David Phillips

MISSIONARIES
Joanna Johnson, Taiwan
Nate Esala, Lutheran Bible Translators

David & Dr. Arianna Shirk, Kenya
S.E.D. Missionaries to Peru

Eternal Shepherd Lutheran Church
220 Carson Rd.
Seneca, SC 29678




