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Foundational Texts of Holy Scripture, Part I 
 
Leviticus 18:22 “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.” 
 
Leviticus 20:13 “If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have committed an 
abomination; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them.” 
 

…Continued from session 6… 

 

“It is only for the ancient Israelites”  Read Lev. 18:24-26  Is it only applicable to Israel? 
 
“It is a reference to being ritually unclean, not to sin.”  Ritual uncleanliness is addressed 
elsewhere.  What are the punishments/solutions to that problem?  Lev. 15:7; Num. 5:2 
What is the punishment for homosexuality within Israel? 
 
 
“The bible says homosexuals should be put to death. Is that what you want?” We want to obey 
God’s word.  The civil laws of ancient Israel demanded the death penalty.  NT believers live 
under the laws of their own nations. Removing capital punishment doesn’t remove the offense. 
 
Foundational Texts of Holy Scripture, Part II 
 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 NASB   
“Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived; neither fornicators [pornoi], nor idolaters, nor adulterers [moichoi], nor effeminate [malakoi], 
nor homosexuals [arsenokoitai], 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you 
were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.” 
 
Broader context: In 1 Corinthians 5:4-5, what does Paul command the congregation to do with the 
incestuous man?  Why? (v.5). 
 
What does this look like?  (Vv. 9-13).  What kind of eating does Paul likely mean? (vv. 6-8)  What does 
this say to modern day Christian church bodies as it relates to homosexuality? 
 



Claims: 
“The Greek word pornoi refers to prostitution.”  It certainly includes that as in 1 Cor. 6:16.  It 
also includes incest (1 Cor. 5:1-5) and any kind of fornication or sexual immorality (Mark 7:21-
22). 
 
“Malakoi means male prostitutes and doesn’t address homosexuality in general.”  This word 
means “soft” implying “effeminate.”  It is a euphemism for those who play the passive role in 
homosexual acts.  In the immediate context of this verse, where Paul uses another word for 
those engaging in homosexual behavior, Paul’s use may imply prostitution. 
 
“We don’t know what arsenokoitai means because it isn’t used outside Paul’s writings.  It probably 

implies pederasty or some other abusive relationship.”  Literally, it means “men who bed men.”  This is 
fairly clear in itself, but when compared to the Greek translation of the OT used by the Jews of Paul’s 
day, we see a clear connection to Lev. 18:22 & 20:13. 

 
Paul makes a compound Greek word from the two key words of prohibition against homosexual 
behavior used in Leviticus.  As we already saw in those verses, this is a broad and general prohibition 
against homosexual activity of all kinds, willing or unwilling. 
 
1 Timothy 1:8-11 NASB   “But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 9 realizing the fact that 
law is not made for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly 
and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers 10 and 
immoral men [pornois] and homosexuals [arsenokoitais] and kidnappers and liars and perjurers, and 
whatever else is contrary to sound teaching, 11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with 
which I have been entrusted”. 
 
Again, we note the same terms being used.  A broad word for fornication and other types of sexually 
immoral acts as well as the broad term for homosexual acts. 
 
 
 
 

“Such were some of you;  
but you were washed, but you were sanctified,  

but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ  
and in the Spirit of our God.” 

1 Cor. 6:11 

http://biblehub.com/1_timothy/1-9.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_timothy/1-10.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_timothy/1-11.htm

