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Goals
The first session of this study is designed to 
lay a foundation — to make sure we know 
what God’s Word says. To do this, we  
want to:

 •  Clarify what the Bible says about God’s 
design for marriage.

 •  Explore what the Bible says about 
homosexuality and to place it in 
perspective.

 •  Contrast marriage with homosexuality 
on the basis of Scripture.

A Review of Marriage
The Scripture readings for the Order of Holy 
Matrimony in the Lutheran Service Book 
make for a wonderful survey of what the 
Bible says about marriage. We will take a 
look at two of them.

Read Gen. 2:18–24.

1. Throughout the six days of creation, God 
calls everything “good.” What is the only 
thing that God calls “not good” before the 
fall into sin (verse 18)?

2. What does God call Eve in verse 18? What 
does this mean?

Session 1: Knowing What to Say

In March 2013, the Supreme Court of the United States of 
America heard arguments in two cases regarding same-sex 
marriage. Decisions in these cases are anticipated in June; and 
whatever those decisions, the oft-heated debates about marriage 
and homosexuality will rise to the surface again. Whether or not 
those court decisions advance the cause of same-sex marriage, 
it is incumbent upon Christians to articulate clearly what 
Scripture says. This Bible study is designed to assist with that 
proclamation.
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3. The Lord institutes marriage in verse 24. 
What does this verse say? When in history 
is marriage instituted?

4. Read Gen. 1:28. What blessing and 
privilege does God give to the first 
husband and wife, to be fulfilled within 
their marriage?

5. Summarize what we’ve learned of 
marriage from these verses in Genesis.

Read Eph. 5:22–33.

6. According to verses 22–24, how are wives 
to act in relation to their husbands? What 
does this mean?

7. According to verses 25–30, how are 
husbands to act in relation to their wives?  
What does this mean?

8. Where have you heard verse 31 before, and 
why is it important to find it here?

9. Read verse 32. What honor is given to 
marriage here?

10. Summarize what we learn of marriage 
from Eph. 5:22–33.

A Review of Homosexuality
Now that we’ve taken a look at some 
passages regarding marriage, we turn to a 
passage that addresses homosexuality. (The 
leader’s guide has additional references.)

Read Rom. 1:18–32.

11. According to verse 18, what does the 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
people lead them to do?

12. Verse 20 talks about how God’s eternal 
power and divine nature have been 
clearly perceived since the creation of 
the world. How does man’s treatment 
of the doctrine of creation illustrate 
verse 18? How is this further illustrated 
according to verse 23? Can you give 
other examples of how the truth is 
suppressed?

13. Read verse 19. Verse 20 ends, “So they 
are without excuse.” What does Paul 
mean? See verse 21.

14. Verses 24–25 connect sexual impurity of 
all sorts to unbelief. Why might this be 
the case?

15. Read verses 26–27. What is the sin here 
that Paul uses as an example of man 
suppressing the truth and acting contrary 
to nature? What does “contrary to 
nature” mean?

16. Read verses 28–31. What other sins does 
Paul list as examples of a debased mind? 
Why is this important to our discussion 
of same-sex marriage? What does verse 
32 say about all of these sins?

17. From our study of Romans 1, what can 
we conclude to help our discussion about 
same-sex marriage?

18. Given what the Bible says about 
marriage and homosexuality, what 
should the Church say about same-sex 
marriage?

19. Back up to Rom. 1:16. In discussing 
same-sex marriage, what should be the 
foundation and end of the Church’s 
proclamation?

Prayer
God and Father of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, grant us the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, of patience and compassion, 
that we may rightly speak Your words of 
judgment and mercy to all who will hear, 
that by the power of Your Gospel they may 
repent of their sin, trust in Your pardon, 
and be reconciled to live in the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(Adapted from Collect #713, Lutheran Service Book)


