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Lutheran Worship, Part II: The Pattern of the Divine
Service
Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord. Let us give a loud
shout to the Rock who saves us. Ps. 95:1 EHV
We continue to reflect on what worship is about, again
drawing from past LCMS President, Rev. Dr. A.L. Barry’s
What About series:
What is the basic pattern or “rhythm” of Lutheran worship?

Here is how our [previous] hymnal Lutheran Worship describes it: Our Lord
speaks and we listen. His Word bestows what it says. Faith that is born
from what is heard acknowledges the gifts received with eager thankfulness
and praise. ... Saying back to Him what He has said to us, we repeat what
is most true and sure. ... The rhythm of our worship is from Him to us, and
then from us back to Him. He gives His gifts, and together we receive and
extol them. We build one another up as we speak to one another in psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs.
What does “Divine Service” mean?
Historically, the phrase used to describe Lutheran worship is Divine Service.
This helps us understand the rhythm of worship—that it is first and foremost God serving us with His gifts, and then our service to Almighty God in
thanksgiving and praise for all He has done. This rhythm of God giving His
gifts and our giving Him thanks is conveyed aptly in the term, Divine Service.
The Divine Service is a “holy” time, meaning a time “set apart.” It is a time
to be set apart from the workaday world—a time to spend with our Lord.
Indeed, in the Divine Service we are gathered together in the presence of
the holy, almighty, ever-living God, and thus we are part of a time of
“heaven on earth,” as our Lord forgives our sins and gives us new life
today, and eternal salvation with Him forever. This understanding of the
Divine Service explains why many who experience Lutheran worship for the
first time describe it as dignified, reverent, and sacred.
Let us approach his presence with thanksgiving… For the Lord is the great
God... Ps. 95:2-3a EHV
Pastor David

God’s Blessing of Family
I grew up as one of nine children in our family. As a kid it was all I knew and I presumed it was
a family like any other family in Iowa or anywhere else for that matter. Sure we had our
moments. Fighting with brothers, tormenting sisters, occasionally disappointing parents, sometimes even being disobedient. My parents worked hard and with eleven mouths to feed we
always had enough to eat. We had to watch our pennies so we had to go without certain extras.
One thing I am very thankful for is that my parents stressed the importance of family and the
importance of prayer. We were taught to love each other no matter what and watch out for one
another.
Growing up in a small Iowa town of 200 people sheltered us. Everyone knew everyone else.
We all had a similar value system and knew what was right and what was not right. My parents
always seemed to find out if we were to deviate from doing the right thing. The parents of other
families had our best interest in mind too.
I could not wait until I was able to leave this sleepy little berg and go out on my own. As I
found myself in more diverse environments and got to know people with different family
dynamics I became aware that many families were not like mine. Jealousy and mistrust in those
families led to fighting and hostility among family members. Sometimes years had gone by
with no contact with other family members.
A few months ago my Mom passed away. In Early July it became time to purge my parents’
home of a lifetime of acquisitions. They had lived in this house for 65 years. They had a hard
time throwing things away so much had accumulated. My siblings and I were all there to go
through all that had accumulated. As we are spread out from California to the Carolinas it is
uncommon for all of us to be together at the same time. We cherish these times.
The experience was bitter-sweet. It brought back many memories of growing up in that home.
It was wonderful being with my brothers and sisters again determining the disposition of all that
stuff that had accumulated. Much of the stuff was discarded. Things that had real or sentimental value were divided up among the siblings. If an item was desired by multiple family
members we would draw names out of a hat. The process was orderly and fair and carried out
lovingly. I attribute this to the way our parents raised us and the value we all place on family.

One of my sisters is a widow and has no children of her own. She has been battling cancer for
over a year and depression. My sisters living near her provided her with loving support. They
took her to doctor’s appointments and numerous hospital stays and we all provided encouragement to her. We were Christ’s hands and feet for her. It has been a challenging 18 months but
she is now cancer free and doing much better. Without family she would have been lost.
We have attempted to instill the same attitude about family with our own children. We too are
spread out from coast to coast and this makes it difficult to coordinate being together but it is
wonderful when it happens. We thank God for the blessing of family.
Dan Arkfeld
Board of Elders

Deaconess’ Musings
Christ Is Everything
Guard me, O God, for I take refuge in you. I say to the LORD,
“You are my Lord. I have no good apart from you.” ~Psalm 16:1-2 EHV
I don’t know about you, but I cannot think of a more stressful past eighteen
months. Anxiety, stress, and feelings of uncertainty were every day occurrences. We
were/are unsure of the world. Unsure of our nation. Unsure of ourselves. Unsure of what
is yet to come. Unsure of ________ (you fill it in).

We feel the need to find assurance in things, people, places, and experiences
claiming to solve all our problems and fears. We take actions that further seek to find
confidence in ourselves, and to rely on personal feelings and thoughts as justification.
And the result? We fail. Time and time again. That once shining and gleaming assurance
turns to rotten and rusty despair or pride. And the vicious cycle begins again.
However, David, inspired by the Holy Spirit, writes in the psalm that in the Lord
alone is found refuge and good. That sure and certain confidence we yearn for is found in
Christ alone. Turning away from our idols of others, things, and ourselves, we see our
failings and sins against our God. In His gracious mercy, our God does not leave us mired
in the deep pit of our sin. Christ stoops down and picks us up, dusts us off, and proclaims
the words we need to hear the most, “Your sins are forgiven. You are mine. I died for
you. I rose for you. I will keep you forever.”
That, my brothers and sisters, is sure confidence. Your faith, given to you in your
baptism and sustained by the very body and blood of Christ in the Eucharist, is in that
same Christ. In no other place is your confidence found. He upholds your faith, strengthens it, and keeps it firm. Do not doubt it. For if Christ, our Creator and Redeemer, promises to keep you, it is done. Finalized over two-thousand years ago across the sea.

Kingdoms will rise and fall. Our feelings will wane and crumble. Christ is forever.
There is no good apart from Christ. But in Him, there is the forgiveness of sins and
the promise of life everlasting. Amen.
~Deaconess Holly

BABY BOTTLE DRIVE FOR THE
FOOTHILLS CARE CENTER

ALL BABY BOTTLES ARE DUE BACK BY SUN., SEPTEMBER 5TH
Please make sure to return your filled baby bottle to the Bottle
Return Basket on the table in the narthex or to the front desk by
Sunday, Sept. 5th ~Thank you so much for your support!

Let the Countdown Begin!
LCMS Youth Gathering 2022
During July 9-13, 2022 over
20,000 Lutheran Teens and
Adult Leaders will gather in
Houston, Texas for the 2022
LCMS Youth Gathering!
Who is eligible?
Those youth who are rising 9th graders to graduating Seniors in Summer 2022!

Join us after late service on Sunday, September 12th for our first informational meeting about the 2022 Gathering. We will meet in the main
Fellowship Hall.
Want more information now? Contact Deaconess or visit lcmsgathering.com!

September 2021 Council Update
The Council Team met on August 10th. Following are some of the latest updates from
your Council:

Homecoming Committee:
As of this writing we’ve held several Sundays of precautions optional services. We continue to monitor the conditions on the ground in the Oconee County area to determine if
changes need to be made. Online services via YouTube and Zoom Adult Bible Studies
will continue for those that can’t attend in-person.
Health Benefits Recommendation from the Finance Team:
After extensive research and analysis, Jim Zwahlen (Finance Chair) proposed an updated
healthcare benefits structure for all full time Eternal Shepherd employees. Jim’s proposal
will give Eternal Shepherd greater flexibility to control cost increases while offering excellent health coverage for all eligible employees. Council unanimously approved this recommendation. Special thanks to Jim and Fred Munzenmaier for their many hours of work
on this important item.
In His service,
John Cochell

PRAYER SHAWLS ARE AVAILABLE FOR YOU TO GIVE.
If you know someone who would benefit from the gift of a prayer shawl, please do not hesitate to
select one for them. There are the full size prayer shawls as well as pocket prayer shawls. The
pocket prayer shawls with an embedded cross worked into them are ideal to include in cards or carry in a pocket or purse.
The full size prayer shawls come in many different colors and styles. They may be knitted or crocheted, but the important part is that the crafter prays for the person that will receive the prayer
shawl. They may take from 40 to 80 hours to make and are a labor of love. We have received
many thank you cards expressing the love the recipients feel when they receive this gift and the
comfort that it brings them. When anyone is going through a difficult time, no matter the cause,
knowing that someone cares about them lifts their spirit. We want them to feel that God is on their
side and will sustain them through whatever they face. As I said earlier, if you are concerned and
praying for someone, please feel free to give them a prayer shawl. They may be a family member
or a friend; they do not need to be a member to Eternal Shepherd. You do not need any approval to
give one, but we do ask that if you give it to them personally, that you pray for and with them as
you give it.
The Prayer Shawl Self Service Kiosk is available near the closets in the Fellowship Hall. When
you select a full size prayer shawl from one of the three bins, we request that you complete the sign
out sheet which should be in the top bin. It simply requests your name, the person you are given it
to and the date. There is a list behind the sign out sheet of the people that have already received a
prayer shawl. ESLC has given over 100 (full size) prayer shawls since this ministry has begun. If
you take a pocket prayer shawl, no sign out is necessary. ~Thank you for sharing, Sue Hauser

LADIES
Thursday Bible Study – Fall, 2021- Start-up
You are invited to join us “Round the Table” on
Thursdays, starting September 16th, in the Fellowship
Hall. The study will again be held at 3:00 – 4:30 PM
each Thursday. The study will end in
mid-February 2022.

We will be using BETTER, A STUDY OF HEBREWS,
by Jen Wilkin.
We all face storms in life. These storms many times devastate us and leave us torn apart. When these emotions well
up inside us, it’s difficult to believe we will make it through.
Hebrews calls us to fix our gaze instead on the resurrected
Christ as we run the race set before us. In Him alone we
have hope and salvation. He alone is better.
In this video-based Bible Study, you will:
◼ Explore how the entirety of Scripture
points to Jesus Christ.
◼ Discover the hope of the new covenant
in Christ.
◼ Learn how to study the Bible verse by
verse, growing in your understanding
of who Christ is.
We hope you will join us as we grow in the Word and in our
faith. Books are available at Amazon, Christian Book Distributor, LifeWay, or any religious store or bookstore.
Questions? Call or e-mail: Margi McLain, Deaconess Holly
or Janet Walker

Comfort Dog News
I hope everyone had a chance to read the front-page article in our local newspaper, The
Journal, on July 28 featuring Seth and his team in Surfside, Florida after the condo collapse.
It was beautifully written by reporter, Norm Cannada and many thanks go to Ginger Barthel
who was interviewed and shared a heartfelt description of the deployment experience. A
copy of the article is on the bulletin board in the Narthex at church if you didn’t get the
chance to read it. I also have a few copies I can share with you. I can’t thank Ginger Barthel
and Carrie Haenggi (and Seth) enough for their sacrifice of time and energy that week as well
as their love and compassion for those affected by this tragedy.
Seth and his team are back to business serving our local community offering love and joy to
those we visit.
Here are some highlights of recent Comfort Dog Team’s
Activities:
•
Visits to Keowee Place, Foothills Assisted Living,
Clemson Downs, Dominion at Patrick Square, Brookdale
Assisted Living, Cascades at Verdae in Greenville
• Weekly home hospice visits
• Home visits to members
• Veteran Last Patrol honor ceremonies occasionally (be
sure to check out the bulletin board in the hallway featuring
Veteran Last Patrol ceremonies, thank you Teri Massa for
your creative work!)
If you ever want to know what Seth is up to, check out his
Facebook page at SethComfortDog or Instagram @LCCK9Seth.
To God be the Glory,
Kyra Carbone, Top Dog

DISASTER RESPONSE TRIP IN SEPTEMBER
The next Disaster Response trip is scheduled for Sept. 19-24
in Lumberton NC. We will leave Sunday, September 19 after
church and return after lunch on Friday.
The end date/time is flexible. If you want to work only 2-3
days that will be fine. We plan to carpool and stay in a local
Lumberton hotel.
We won’t know the specific projects until about 2 weeks prior
to the trip, but we expect
it will involve repairing hurricane damaged homes. We can use
people with all skill
levels. You do NOT need to bring your own tools/supplies.
We will provide whatever is needed.
If interested, please sign up on the bulletin board, or contact Cecil Murray at
(cwmurray@mindspring.com).

Update on Haiti Following the Earthquake
The map shows Haiti. D-16 is the area of
the churches and schools we are working
with – Pas Bonbon, Rocky Road, and
Laotchikit. The earthquake hit in the area
not far from H-16. All of those locations
indicated are churches, Schools and
Preaching Stations working with Pastor
Walta and Trinity HOPE feeding program.
Fatalities from the disaster had risen to
2,207, with most of the damage in Sud,
Nippes and Grand’Anse, which occupy
the western portion of the southern
peninsula. More than 12,000 people were
injured and 344 people were reported
missing. We were saddened with the
news that the fiancé of one of the young
men we met during our visit in January
2019 was killed in the earthquake. Our prayers for all those who lost loved ones, the
thousands who were injured and the tremendous loss of property. We are thankful
for the news from Pastor Walta that all are well in the Central Plateau and Covid is not
an issue.
Quick update on our schools - Pastor Samuel of Pas Bonbon reports many more are
registering for school. What a blessing!!!

Honduras News:
Our primary desire is to return to Honduras to serve once again in the near future, but at the
present time the situation in the country is not favorable to accomplish this mission. The
country is still fully masked and not allowing teams to bring any goods or medicine into Honduras. WGO is presently hosting small teams who join with full time missionaries and staff to
distribute food and medicine through the CarePay program which we have supported. The
small team ministry is much different from what we have experienced in the past and is not
something that has been fully developed and so, at present, the support of CarePay seems
the best way to support our friends at World Gospel Outreach in Honduras.
Hopefully as we move into 2022 there will be the opportunity for us to form a Serve
Team to be part of the WGO efforts in Tegucigalpa. Additionally WGO continues to maintain
the ministry to the cast-off children of Honduras at their mountain community of Rancho
Ebenezer. It is there that approximately 50 children are being raised and educated in a bilingual setting that will prepare these children to hopefully be future leaders in their country.
If you feel lead to be part of either of these WGO ministries
please do so today. Checks can be made to the ESLC Honduras
Mission Fund, attention CarePay or WGO Kids. A great part of WGO
funding is from the Serve Teams that travel there and without teams
the funding is not there. Your contribution will help keep WGO healthy
as the country moves out of the Pandemic and hopefully into better
times.
Our experiences in Honduras
have been life changing for many and
we look forward to the time when we
can return to serving there. Until then
our desire is to assist them in whatever way we can. We hope you will feel
lead to join us in supporting the ministries of World Gospel Outreach.

Que Dios te bendiga (May God Bless
You), Your Honduras Team

Scrip Cards are available and make great gifts as well as

earn money for Eternal Shepherd at the same time. Please
note we have Publix gift cards available. For orders please
contact Libby Dunlap by phone (864) 944-7477 or by email at
robertwd@bellsouth.net. After the order is received one of the Scrip
ladies will contact you to make arrangements for delivery. Scrip
Card Team: Beckie Rau, Libby Dunlap, Elisabeth Baker & Sue
Hauser. ~Thank you for your support.

Evangeline and the School Supplies
I grew up on a small island in the Philippines. There were five kids in my family—I’m
the second oldest. My sister was born when I was 9. Around that time my father lost
his job. After that tragedy, he didn’t want to deal with us, and he became an alcoholic
and a drug addict. That was also when the government decided to make a dumpsite
close to our home, which was made out of cardboard. That dumpsite turned into our
livelihood as my mom and older brother would go there to look for things they could
sell so they could buy food for us. That’s how our rough life began.
When my younger sister was 3, she would sneak out of our house and go to a church
at the dumpsite. They were teaching the kids Bible stories, singing songs, and giving
food to the children. I thought it was a scam, but God showed me otherwise. One of
my neighbors invited me to help cook food for the children. The first or second time I helped, the Pastor
introduced Christ to me and a seed was planted in my heart. After that I became really involved with the
church. Every Saturday I would help them cook, and read Bible stories to the kids, and I enjoyed it. Around
Easter I attended a youth camp where I accepted Jesus into my heart. That was the start of my journey with
the Lord and it has been amazing since then.
That December, Samaritan’s Purse came to the dumpsite. I was tall for a 13 year-old, so they asked me to
help distribute shoebox gifts to the kids. I helped, but every time I handed a shoebox to a child, I would shake
it and smell it. Growing up in a dump site you smell smoke and other unpleasant things, but the shoebox gifts
smelled so good. I was praying that God would give me one of them. As I was handing out the boxes, the pile
was disappearing one by one. The kids just kept coming and coming and I thought, I’m not going to get one.
My younger siblings got theirs and waited outside for me to finish. To my surprise, a lady from Samaritan’s
Purse saved a box for me at the end. When she tapped me on the shoulder and handed it to me, I was amazed.
This was the first gift I had ever received. It was precious. It was special. I was 13 and had never received a
gift. It was really meant for me! Inside I found school supplies, and my favorite was the pink, glittery notebook that I used that year at school. I remember pretending to be a writer with it. I also got pencils, towels, a
toothbrush, and two kinds of fresh-smelling soaps. That was the good scent in the boxes.
I received my shoebox gift the same year I accepted Christ, and it really solidified my relationship with Him.
I knew that my life changed when I accepted Jesus into my heart, and I felt that through the shoebox He
showed me the void in my heart had been replaced with love. It was a gift from Him. This love from my
Heavenly Father meant so much, because it was at this time that my relationship with my dad started to
crumble. Since then, I’ve been able to introduce Christ to many of my family members—to my cousins, to
my younger siblings, to my aunts and uncles. But unfortunately, my older brother, my mom, and my dad have
not yet received Christ. I still believe that they will come to Him, but I am grateful the rest of the family has
accepted Jesus into their hearts.
Now as an adult, I enjoy packing shoeboxes with my husband and two girls from our home in Kansas City,
Kansas. A few years ago, we were also able to return to the Philippines to observe one of The Greatest
Journey discipleship classes that is offered to shoebox recipients. I felt like I had come full circle watching
that class. It just seems like yesterday that I got my shoebox gift, but when I think that each box represents
the face of a child, it makes me smile.
Contributions for our July fundraiser brought in $2,925.00, bringing the year-to-date donations to
$4,335.76! I simply cannot express my gratitude to all of you for your ongoing and continued support
of this ministry that God has laid on my heart. Your faithfulness allows me to purchase the items that
go into the boxes that end up blessing so many children. Shipping has been paid for 300 boxes. Our
packing party will take place on Saturday, November 6th from 2-4:30pm. Please come and be a part of
the fun and blessing that is this ministry! For questions, call Terri Baumann @ 882-4386.

Hospitality Happenings for September
Thank you to those who have signed up for the
coffee hour in the upcoming weeks. If you would like to
serve you may sign up on the wall calendar behind the
coffee machine in the Fellowship Hall. ~Sue Williams
Thinking about joining the hospitality board?
Please see myself or Marlene Bell with any questions. ~In His service, Sue Williams

FOOD BANK NEWS: Please help us in collecting preferred

needed canned, or boxed grocery items each month to help restock the
Golden Corner Food Pantry’s shelves. September’s preferred product is
“Canned Vegetables ” (Please place items in one of the trash cans
marked Food Bank down by the Fellowship Hall). ~Thank you for
your generosity and support.

September Birthdays
1 – Kerry Blount
Laura Broderdor
2 – Katrina Madden
Ted Wanthal
3 - Ann Cochell
Carole McIntyre
4 – Dell Jensen
5 – Carl Sitler
8 – Pat Milz
Jerry Seiff
9 – Pete Thoma
Paul Wilson
10 –Terri Baumann
11 – Frank Kieninger
14 – Scott Toussaint

15 – Karen Eckersley
Scott Krueger
16 - Kay Raasch
17 – Evelyn Seigler
18 – Carrie Haenggi
Sam Hamrick
Mike Scott
19 – Judy Hammer
20 – Chris Christensen
21 – Scott Robirds
24 – Jacob Zirbel
27 – Kayla Fireovid
29 - Don Del Priore III
Jean Hippchen
30 – Kailynne Wood

September Anniversaries
7 – Alec & Teresa Todd
17 – Carl & Katherine Sitler
21 - Fred & Debbie Bell
23 – Pete & Laura Thoma
30 – Phillip & Beth Cornine

SPECIAL GIFTS/MEMORIALS
In July the following gifts were given:
In loving memory of Alex Richards
and in remembrance of his 14th birthday August 7th
the Comfort Dog Ministry Fund received a gift of $200.00
Other Gifts:

The Church Bus Fund received gifts of $1,050.00
The Comfort Dog Ministry Fund received gifts of $2,340.00
The Debt Reduction Fund received a gift of $50.00,
and a gift of $600.00 from CCCF Grant
The Elders Fund received gifts of $174.23
The Food Bank Fund received a gift of $24.23

The Foothills Care Center Fundraiser received gifts of $145.55
The General Fund received a gift of $ 400.00 from Blessings Shared Grant
The Haiti Missions Fund received a gift of $24.19
The Honduras Mission Fund received gifts of $124.23
The Operation Christmas Child Fund received gifts of $1,373.53,
and a gift of $1,500.00 from Blessings Shared Grant
The Toys for God’s Kids Fund received a gift of $97.72
The Youth Fund received a gift of $100.00

“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will
strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”
Isaiah 41:10
It is August 23rd as I write this article and we begin our first day
of school tomorrow! As we begin this school year amid once again
dealing with Covid-19 I would ask for your prayers for protection
over all our staff and Little Lambs families. Much uncertainty
surround all of us and it is only in God and his provision for our
school community that we can place our trust.
We welcome a new teacher this school year! Mrs. Jessica Wiltgen is
joining us as a 5-day Teaching Assistant who will be helping in the
3’s and 4’s classrooms. Jessica has been a part of our Little Lambs
family for quite a while. Her son, Cooper, attended Little Lambs and
now her daughter will be attending Little Lambs this school year in
the 2’s class. I will be teaching the 5 day 4’s class and our other
teachers, Mrs. Gayle Steele (3’s class), Mrs. Cyra Phelan (2’s class)
and Mrs. Melissa Lambert (2’s class) are all returning to Little
Lambs as part of our wonderful staff. Our staff will be introduced
to you all more in depth in the church bulletin so be on the lookout
for that information.
In the month of September, we plan on
continuing our tradition of hosting Farm Day!
This day is filled with fun activities related to
being on a Farm: eating fresh baked bread for
snack, visiting with farm animals, doing a little
square dancing, and stuffing a scarecrow.
Please note that all these events will be held
outdoors on September 15th so the driveway and
parking lot outside of the preschool will be closed
that morning between 9-11 am.
We appreciate your continued support and prayers for all of us at
Little Lambs Preschool. We don’t know what the future holds, but
we do know WHO holds the future!
~Blessings, Gina

Service Times

Those Who Serve

8:30 a.m. Worship Service
(Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays)

Pastor: David Hammer
Deaconess: Holly Lustila
Secretary: Celeste Entrekin
Preschool Director: Gina Cote
Choir Director: Rick Schmidt
Choir Accompanist: Michelle Rowland
Organist: David Phillips

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
& Adult Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
(Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays)

Missionaries
Joanna Johnson, Taiwan
Nate Esala, Lutheran Bible Translators
David & Dr. Arianna Shirk, Kenya
S.E.D. Missionaries to Peru
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