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Return
“Israel, return to the Lord your God, for you have stumbled because of
your guilt.” Hosea 14:1
I’ll attempt a few words about current politics, but am challenged by, “If
you can’t say anything nice…” Nevertheless, our country has now left
behind a President who… how shall we say… didn’t always master humility, tact, or basic civility. Not only did his political opponents not appreciate him, but many of his own voters felt the same. Now we’ve moved on
to a new President much more in keeping with the decorum of typical politicians, but who
seems to also bring the equally typical political duplicity and corruption. Joseph de Maistre
famously said, “Every nation gets the government it deserves.” God forbid we get what we
deserve in this land!
Meanwhile, the challenges of our personal life continue as we also deal with disease, pandemic
responses, and concerns about freedom of speech & religion. But, as devotional writer Michael
Anthony said (crosswalk.com; Aug. 11, 2016), “The root problem in America is not ‘out there’
– it’s within the walls of our churches” and to that I might add Jesus’ warning: it’s in the human
heart. Anthony goes on, “But it's not just our behavior that’s the issue. It’s that we're okay with
our behavior.” We Christians who know better. We are rude, petulant, arrogant, duplicitous,
and dishonest. Joseph de Maistre may be right when it comes to the government we get.
Lent begins this month, and it can’t come soon enough. Let’s hear again the Lenten
Verse: “Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love.” The only solution to the problems in our land and in our hearts is
Christ. We need more of the Messiah. God’s grace is what is truly sufficient for all our needs.
Jesus saves sinners, which means we need more Jesus every day. Return to the Lord today with
humble hearts and trust that in Christ we will never get from God the judgment we actually
deserve. Now, walk humbly with your Lord.
“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people. It trains us to reject ungodliness and worldly lusts and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in this present
age.” Titus 2:11-12
~Pastor David

A Very Special Thank You!
After sharing my thanks here last month for all the many Christmas wishes, cards, & gifts, another
very special gift arrived at church anonymously. Thank you very much to the thoughtful giver(s)!
This little note doesn’t do justice to what went into the gift, but please know that we are very grateful
for your kindness dear mystery giver!
~In Christ, Pastor David, Judy & family

February 2021 Council Update
The new Council Team met on January 19th. Following are the latest updates from your
Council:
Safety Committee Phase 1 Update: Installation of the church video monitoring system
which was approved by the congregation in our November meeting has begun. Initial exterior
camera coverage has been better than anticipated. System should be operational soon.
The film laminate installation has been delayed due to outdoor temperatures. The laminate
installation needs 55 degrees or warmer for success. Installation will take place as soon as
temps rise.
2020 Surplus Funds:
The Lord has blessed Eternal Shepherd once again with a surplus of funds over our actual
expenditures in 2020! Our new treasurer, Bill Smith is reconciling our 2020 financials to
ensure that surplus numbers are accurate. Our finance team led by Jim Zwahlen has identified target areas to utilize the surplus. We anticipate meeting with the congregation in the
February/March timeframe to propose surplus funds expenditures.
2020 Attendance:
Many members of our congregation have not been able to attend worship services due to
COVID related risks. God has blessed us with technology that allows remote attendees to
participate and worship in the safety of their homes or wherever they may be. Additionally,
since our services are streamed to the world-wide internet and available for viewing at any
time since they’re hosted on-line, friends and family members anywhere in the world can
worship with us remotely whenever they wish. Using this technology, we have expanded
our reach beyond Seneca, SC. Using our in-person worship numbers and extrapolating our
internet based replays, our overall attendance numbers for 2020 are slightly higher than
2019. The Lord continues to bless Eternal Shepherd!
In His service,
John Cochell

Ash Wednesday Service
February 17th
7:00 pm
Please watch for more information
and for service attendance emails.

Deaconess’ Musings
Myths of Man vs. Truth of Christ
Control. Power. Independence.
Three things humanity loves. Three things that Man seeks after. Three things we
place above all else. Three myths passed down from generation to generation, reaching all
the way back to the beginning. Myths of the modern age, of man, that sing their siren’s song
to lure us astray, to seduce us into believing they are ours to own and subdue.
In our never-ending search for the ultimate fulfillment, we buy into the lie that we,
you and me, can achieve these things. That we can, under our own might and strength, have
total control over ourselves, who we are, and who we claim to truly be. That we can gather
and exercise power in order to fulfill our innermost desires to have control over ourselves in
the way in which we desire to have them done. And, finally, to have all of this wrapped up
nicely in a bow of independence. No one else shall dare question one’s own utter, total independence.
Sound familiar? Sound selfish? I hope it does. And it is not simply an accusation towards some rather than others. It is an accusation of us all. You. Me. Everyone is guilty of
self-centeredness. Everyone puts themselves first. This myth of total independence is the
complete opposite of what we hold to as Christians, and it has been flowing freely since the
Garden.
The first sin, the lie believed that broke the world’s back, was that created Man could
be like the Creator God. Control like God. Know like God. Oh, how little did Adam and Eve
truly know. From that moment forward until this very day, humanity has drunk deeply from
that cup of false control and independence.
Sin is so deeply entrenched within us that we are blind to just how deep it really goes.
Without outside interference, we quickly turn inwards and think only of ourselves. Without
someone to save us from ourselves, the world is dark and hostile, yet bids us come and taste
all its vaunted delights.
He[God the Father] has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us
to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. …
And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he[Christ] has now
reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and
above reproach before him, … (Colossians 1:13-14, 21-22)
Praise be to God, who knows-all, controls-all, is all, would stoop down to save a humanity so turned in on itself and bestow on us the forgiveness of our sins! For we deserve
nothing, but because of and in Christ, we receive everything.
Myths of Man are nothing but that…legends and tales designed to create a false sense
of security and belief in one’s own strength. But the eternal truths of Christ rewrite those tales to become promises of forgiveness, new life, and a blessed assurance and peace the world
cannot understand. May Christ continue to hold us in His firm grip, regardless of our own
footing, and keep us until the very end.
~Deaconess Holly

Our Country Needs Our Prayers
As we began a new year I heard several people comment, “ I thank God 2020 is behind us. Surely
2021 will be a better year”. With regard to the pandemic I think 2021 will be a better year. The
development of vaccines for the Covid 19 infection is good news for our country and the world.
As more people are immunized perhaps things will return to “normal” or at least a “new normal”.
We are social animals and the isolation required during this pandemic has taken a toll on us. This
is particularly true of those in retirement centers, nursing facilities, and hospitals. This return to
“normal” is still a few months off. In the meantime we continue to pray for those currently infected and recovering. We pray for those struggling with the mental aspects of isolation. The economic impact of the government mandated shutdown has been immense. Many people suffer financially because they have lost their jobs. Numerous small businesses have been forced to close
and may never return. We pray for these people too.
The pandemic is not the only challenge our country is facing. Disharmony in our country has
reached new heights in 2021. Our country is being torn apart by political and social unrest. Our
country is more polarized now than at any other time in my memory. Half the country thinks and
feels one way and the other half thinks and feels just the opposite. Liberals and Conservatives
both express animosity to those on the other side who don’t share their viewpoints. Critical race
theory being taught in our schools and universities further divides our culture along racial lines
with its lies and distortions. Cancel culture attempts to rewrite American history.
The troubles of the day can lead to anxiety and fear. We must remember that God is still in control. Scripture tells us that we are not to worry. (Matthew 6:34). I recently came across a saying
that struck a chord with me:
Fear does not stop death.
It stops life.
And worrying does not take away tomorrow’s troubles.
It takes away today’s peace.
St Paul in his letter to the Philippians exhorts us to keep our eyes upon Christ. “Do not be
anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your request to God. And the peace of God, Which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is
true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure , whatever is lovely, whatever is
admirable- if anything is excellent or praiseworthy- think about such things. Whatever you
have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me- put it into practice. And the God of
peace will be with you.” (Philippians 4:6-9)
Lutherans cling to the concept of absolute truth. God’s truth is unchanging and revealed to us
through scripture. In these uncertain times we turn to God’s word for guidance. We pray for our
country and her leadership. We pray for our newly elected president, our senators and congressmen, and our state and local leaders. May God grant them wisdom and the courage to make proper decisions. Christians must make our voices heard in an attempt to preserve those aspects of our
culture that are worthy of protecting.

~Dan Arkfeld, Head Elder

PRAYER SHAWLS TO GO
Think about the ESLC Prayer Shawls just as you would a drive-thru restaurant where you
get prepared food. The prayer shawls are ready for you to give. There may not be drivethru service, but they are readily available for you to give to friends or family members that
you know are distressed in some way. The recipient does not need to be an ESLC member
and any ESLC member can give one. No approval is needed.
If you are praying for someone and feel that they would benefit from this loving and prayed
over gift, please do not hesitate to select one to give. There is an ample supply. In times
like this, we would like to see more people receiving them. We all know that God will hear
our prayers whenever and wherever we pray, but sometimes when one is ill or in a difficult
situation, it is nice to have a tangible object for assurance. We like to think that just as the
prayer shawls provides bodily warmth, that our Lord and Savior will provide the spiritual
warmth needed.
Prayer Shawls are available in a self-service kiosk in the Fellowship Hall by the closets.
There are four plastic bins that contain prayer shawls that you may give. Select the one that
you like, sign the prayer shawl log showing your name, the date, and the person that you are
giving it to. If you give the prayer shawl in person, we request that you pray for them as
you are giving it.
A list of those that have already been
given prayer shawls is listed on the sheet
just underneath the log sheet. We have
given four so far in January.
If you have questions or do not feel
comfortable coming to church, please
contact Sue Hauser and she will arrange
for a prayer shawl to be brought to you or
delivered for you.
In His loving care, ~Sue Hauser

FEEDING THE CHILDREN
We at Eternal Shepherd are sponsors for two schools in Haiti - Pas
Bonbon and Rocky Road. Each day we provide the meals for the
students and staff, roughly 300 meals a day. The chart below was
the projected number for the year, and it has increased by over 10%.
This chart is only for the Central Plateau of Haiti. I encourage you to
go to the Trinity Hope Website to see how incredible this program is.
33,000 children are fed each day in the Haiti Christian Schools at 25
cents per meal. (www.trinityhope.org) Based on a school year of 180
days, we will provide 54,000 meals to the children of our two schools. Last year we
donated $9,000.00 from our excess funds, which equated to 36,000 meals, the balance
came from our Mission Committee budget and individual donations. In addition, last year
we supplied the financial resources to cover the staff salary of Pas Bonbon, the boys & girls
restrooms at the Rock Road school, Luther’s Small Catechism in both French and Creole
and over 1,000 fruit trees that are already showing substantial growth. We are making a
huge difference in the lives of these children and their families through the schools and the
adjoining churches.
If you know of a sister LCMS congregation willing to help support our schools through
Trinity Hope, please let me know. I will be more than happy to do a presentation on this
awesome ministry in Haiti. (Lars.Helland@edgewaterautomation.com 706-244-4544.
In His Service and to His Glory,
Lars Helland

Comfort Dog News
Seth continues to be a comforting presence in our community even though the pandemic
does limit his activities. He continues to do window visits at Foothills and Brookdale Assisted Living facilities and most recently he is visiting healthcare workers at Oconee Memorial
Hospital on Fridays. We are also trying to visit Little Lambs preschool more often to greet
the little ones as they enter school. Another wonderful activity which started recently is Seth
is spending time with a lady in her home through Providence Hospice Care. This sweet lady
just adores Seth and will hug and love on him making it hard for us to leave. It brings tears
to our eyes to witness this special bond the two of them have! (see pic).
Another exciting note - Seth will be featured in a children’s book! I was contacted by Lutheran Church Charities if we would be willing to describe Seth’s visits to nursing homes
which will be written in a children’s book authored by Hannah Chamness. I have been asking the team to forward me any memorable stories of Seth and sure enough I have plenty to
tell the author. I am not sure how soon the book will be published or any other details but I
will be having a Zoom call with Ms. Chamness early February.
Seth’s team plans to host a mobile Blood Drive in the parking lot at church in the near future. Recently, there was an article in the paper that there was a shortage of blood products
so we thought it would be a wonderful community event to host a blood drive. Seth will be
there to greet the donors and offer a little comfort should they need it! Details of this event
will follow in bulletin announcements as they become available.
When we first started going down the road of
securing a Comfort Dog for Eternal Shepherd, I
was told that through this ministry you will meet
people you may never have met and experience
things you may have never thought of. I can tell
you first hand and I am sure the team will echo my
thoughts, but it is so true. I have met so many
wonderful people, I have been stretched way out
of my comfort zone and so many amazing opportunities have been opened to me. Not that you need
a dog to do these things but they sure do open doors
and are a bridge where ministry can take place!
To God be the Glory,
~Kyra Carbone, Top Dog

ESLC DISASTER RESPONSE: 2020 was a difficult

year in many respects. We only got to go out of town to help
those in need a few times. However, we did get lots of opportunity to serve in our local community after the tornado did so
much damage right here in Seneca. We spent two full weeks
running our chain saws for a lot of people and continued to
do so on a sporadic but continuing basis right up to the end of
January. We also built and rebuilt several handicap ramps.
Now we are looking forward to getting vaccinated and going back to what we love to do
best. We expect to be going back to the Lumberton, NC area to help out. We have made
contact with an organization there that we have worked with in the past, they are looking
forward to our return. We have also received a request from Camp Rockfish to help them
get back in shape to restart their programs for young people. It may be that some of us are
able to get vaccinated with both shots in time to be able to go to a one-day work fest on
February 27th. If possible, we will travel to Lumberton, NC on Friday, stay overnight in a
hotel, work at the camp and maybe return that evening. We have tentatively scheduled five
trips for the rest of the year. Please see the bulletin board for trip dates and sign-up. Any
questions please contact Deek Decker or Lars Helland.

Needs Mentors!
Our mission is to empower children to reach their full God-given
potential and to break generational poverty.
Mentors are needed for
3rd-12th graders. Come and share life changing skills
with our children!
Visit our website at www.rippleofone.org
For more information, email Ria Dawkins at:
ripple.terria@gmail.com

Greeting Cards—

Birthday! Get Well!
Encouragement! Praying for You! Sympathy!
Thinking of You! Difficult Times! Anniversary!
Baptism! Thanksgiving! Christmas! All these
cards are available in the cart in the Fellowship
Hall. They are $.50 a card and $5.00 for a
whole box. Take a some time and check them
out.

Honduras Mission News:
Our gratitude continues for this church and the caring members who continue to support our
mission host in Honduras, World Gospel Outreach. They and we your mission team are most
thankful for the gifts received in support of the relief efforts in Tegucigalpa. The need continues as the hurricane clean-up and relief is ongoing. Thousands are still without homes plus an
estimated 47% of the small businesses will never reopen because of the pandemic and hurricanes.
We will continue to support these efforts in hopes of being able to return and be of more
assistance before the year is finished. All we can do now is support the efforts of the mission
staff financially so that they are able to purchase food and medicine. Any ongoing support
you can contribute will be used to save lives and bring relief. If you would like to know more
about WGO’s efforts please go to wgoreach.org and look at the entire web site. Thank you in
advance for your support.
Dios te bendiga, (God Bless You), Pastor Ray and your Honduras team

RESTAURANT MINISTRY OUTREACH
Please consider sharing ESLC’s reputation for showing love to a member of
our community by patronizing a local eatery, sometime in February and chat with your
server/order-taker, taking time to observe their name tag. When leaving the restaurant or
when picking up your order write a short thank-you note on the back of an ESLC business
card which are on the front desk in the church office. Leave that thank-you card with your tip
or hand the card to your order-taker.
One way of participating is if you happen to have young children/grandchildren
and you sometimes take them to a fast-food restaurant. After you write the note, children/
grandchildren enjoy signing their name to the note, or if they are old enough, they like to
actually write the note themselves. May we suggest that you pray about taking that
opportunity to participate in this ministry of love!
Finally, use your smart phone, computer, etc. to E-Mail your server/order-taker’s
first name only (for privacy purposes) prayer request to Deaconess Holly or Celeste so they
will include that person in the Sunday Bulletin special prayer section, as well as on the E-Mail
prayer chain.

CHURCH VOLUNTEER APPEAL FOR BABYREAD
Volunteers Needed for BabyRead during Pandemic
BabyRead volunteers continue to stay in touch with
families by texting, phoning and dropping off books once
a month. We need volunteers more than ever to provide
our moms and babies with books and moral support
during this time of isolation. Become a BabyRead
volunteer by emailing Caren at babyread@charter.net.

Food Bank News: Please help us in collecting preferred needed canned, or

boxed grocery items each month to help restock the Golden Corner Food Pantry’s shelves.
February’s preferred product is “Canned Soup” (Please place items in one of the trash
cans marked Food Bank down by the main Fellowship Hall). ~Thank you for your
generosity and support.

*Please Note Sunday, Feb 7th we will be
celebrating Souper Bowl Sunday so please
be sure to bring your soup cans for this event
and place your donations in one of the trash
cans marked Food Bank* down by the main
Fellowship Hall ~Thank you

Hospitality Happenings for February
No in house hospitality happenings at this time due to
current restrictions.
As always we thank you for your support and look forward to
the day we can once again join together at ESLC in fellowship.
Thinking about joining the hospitality board? Please see myself or Marlene Bell with any
questions. In His service, Sue Williams

Scrip Cards are available and make great gifts as well as

earn money for Eternal Shepherd at the same time. For orders please
contact Libby Dunlap by phone (864) 944-7477 or by email at
robertwd@bellsouth.net. After the order is received one of the Scrip ladies
will contact you to make arrangements for delivery. Scrip Card Team:
Beckie Rau, Libby Dunlap, Elisabeth Baker & Sue Hauser. ~Thank you for your support.

February Birthdays
1 - Chad Hamilton
3 - Aaron Lucas
Laina Rebholz
5 - Karen Schmidt
10 - Kyra Carbone
Genevieve Toussaint
11—Carolyn Lindow
Becky Stroul
13 - Fred Munzenmaier
Malcolm Williams
14 - Harlan Swift
16—Henry Gambrell
17 - David Bucy
18 - Eleanor Crouse

20 - Mory Ranck
23 - Ryan Sitler
25 - Zach Sitler
Skyler Wood
27 - Rick Kruse
Betty Schilling
Abby Zirbel
28 - Sue Hauser
Lars Helland
Joanne Markley
Monty Moore
Charlene Schubert
29 - Madison Ranalli
Megan Ranalli

February Anniversaries
1 - Joe & Micky Louderback
7 - Greg & Christine Davis
9 - Scott & Patty Kaltrider
Scott & Susan Robirds
14 - Bill & Karen Findlay
25 - John & Nicole Beattie
William & Mildred Harth

SPECIAL GIFTS/MEMORIALS
In December the following gifts were given:
In loving memory of John Abramovitch
the Elders Fund received a gift of $25.00
In loving memory of Rosie Caprio
the Hospitality Fund received a gift of $25.00,
and the Little Lambs Preschool Fund received a gift of $25.00
In loving memory of Ralph Milz
the Choir Fund received a gift of $100.00,
the Comfort Dog Ministry Fund received gifts of $520.00,
and the Elders Fund received a gift of $25.00
In loving memory of Gloria Shealy
the Card Ministry Fund received gifts of $25.00,
and the Elders Fund received gifts of $350.00
In loving memory of Len Woike
the Food Bank Fund received a gift of $25.00
Other Gifts:
The Church Bus Fund received a gift of $250.00 from Pleuthnr Foundation Grant
The Comfort Dog Ministry Fund received gifts of $486.56,
gifts of $748.00 from the Dog Biscuit Sale Fundraiser,
a gift of $350.00 from the Pleuthnr Foundation Grant,
and a gift of $151.00 from Thrivent Choice
The Debt Reduction Fund received a gift of $50.00,
and a gift of $600.00 from CCCF Grant
The Disaster Response Team Fund received gifts of $750.00,
and a gift of $350.00 from Pleuthnr Foundation Grant
The Elders Fund received gifts of $200.00
The Haiti Missions Fund received gifts of 400.00
The Honduras Mission Fund received gifts of $600.00,
and a gift of $50.00 from Pleuthnr Foundation Grant
the Honduras Missions Helping Hands Fund received a gift of $100.00,
and the Honduras Missions WGO Care Pay Fund received gifts of $1,002.48,
and a gift of $1,000.00 from AEF (American Endowment Foundation) Grant
The Little Lambs Preschool Fund received a gift of $1,000.00 from Schwab Charitable Grant
The Operation Christmas Child Fund received gifts of $500.00
The Pastor’s Discretionary Fund received a gift of $22.00,
and a gift of $1,000.00 from AEF (American Endowment Foundation) Grant

“And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love.
Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.”
1 John 4:16
As we begin the month of February we are reminded of God’s great love for each
one of us and the demonstration of His love through these beautiful children of
Little Lambs Preschool.
We begin February celebrating our 100 days of school! On February 1st we will
have a 100 day celebration Parade! The children will be parading through our
preschool parking lot dressed in various ways in order to celebrate being in school
for 100 days!

Please be aware that the driveway outside of the preschool will be closed
on February 1st from 11:00-11:30am.
On February 10th we celebrate Frozen Day! This is always a fun day as we participate in all types of winter activities! The children will have a “snowball” fight,
drink frozen hot chocolate, create a melted snowman, and participate in some cool
science experiments!
As we close out the month of February, our children will be getting ready for
warmer weather, longer days and preparing for March and Dr. Seuss Day! Our
registration for the 2021-2022 school year will also begin in March.
All of us at Little Lambs Preschool thank you for your continued support and
prayers for this ministry of our church. We continue to bless God for giving us
the opportunity to care and love these beautiful children and watch them grow in
their relationship with the Lord.
Blessings to you and your families!
Gina Cote, LLPS Director

Service Times

Those Who Serve

8:30 a.m. Worship Service
(Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays)

Pastor: David Hammer
Deaconess: Holly Lustila
Secretary: Celeste Entrekin
Preschool Director: Gina Cote
Choir Director: Rick Schmidt
Choir Accompanist: Michelle Rowland
Organist: David Phillips

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
& Adult Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
(Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays)

Missionaries
Joanna Johnson, Taiwan
Nate Esala, Lutheran Bible Translators
David & Dr. Arianna Shirk, Kenya
S.E.D. Missionaries to Peru
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