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Abba Father
God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts to shout, “Abba, Father!”
Galatians 4:6 EHV
[Based on Sunday’s Epistle reading, a blog from Rev. Shane Lem:]

[Despite what we have often heard and repeated,] It isn’t quite right
to say that the Aramaic “abba” means “daddy.” In other words, to
call the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob “daddy” at the outset of
our prayers is a bit too casual and irreverent…
[Eugene Peterson writes,] “…The German scholar Joachim Jeremias…
tried to provide a fresh appreciation of the childlike spontaneity conveyed by ‘Abba.’ Jeremias
tried to make a case for ‘Abba’ meaning something on the order of “Daddy.” His suggestion was
welcomed with enthusiasm by many. The cozy informality of the term found itself used in sermons and teachings everywhere. It was made to order… for a culture that was uneasy with authority, was anti-hierarchical, and wanted to be on a first-name, even nickname basis with everyone. And now God.”
“Then the Oxford scholar James Barr threw cold water on what he discerned was nothing more
than sentimentalizing coziness. He convincingly demonstrated that Jeremias was embarrassingly
mistaken. But by then it was too late. The horse was out of the barn. The mistake, coziness displacing holiness, keeps showing up in both scholarly and popular writing.”
Philip Ryken explains.
“To call God ‘Abba, Father’ is to speak to him with reverence as well as confidence. Abba does
not mean ‘Daddy.’ … What Barr discovered was that abba was not merely a word used by young
children. It was also the word that Jewish children used for their parents after they were fully
grown. Abba was a mature, yet affectionate way for adults to speak to their fathers.”
“The New Testament is careful not to be too casual in the way it addresses God. The Aramaic
word abba appears three times in the New Testament (Mark 14:36; Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:6). In each
case it is followed immediately by the Greek word pater. Pater is not the Greek word for
‘Daddy.’ The Greek language has a word for ‘Daddy’ – the word pappas – but that is not the
word the New Testament uses to translate abba. Instead, in order to make sure that our intimacy
with God does not become an excuse for immaturity, it says, ‘abba, pater.”
“The best way to translate abba is “Dear Father,” or even “Dearest Father.” That phrase captures both the warm confidence and the deep reverence that we have for our Father in heaven. It
expresses our intimacy with God, while preserving his dignity. When we pray, therefore, we are to
say, ‘Our dear Father in heaven.’”
“See the kind of love the Father has given us that we should be called children of God, and that is
what we are!” 1 John 3:1 EHV
Pastor David

Lutheran Churches and
Schools Continue
to Grow in Haiti.
Samuel and Louitene Accilien distribute more
Bibles and Luther’s Small Catechism. Louitene
is the principle of the Pas Bonbon school
started by ESLC last year.
Pastor Walta sent the following update last
month:
Our churches and schools are growing in Central-Plateau. God is good! We thank
God. We thank Brother Lars and Sister Wendy from churches in NC/SC USA for all
their blessings.
In fact, Pas Bonbon will have more and more students. Pas Bonbon will be double
or triple. We will be glad to talk to you about this situation when we will be together.
Example: Many children will come from a preaching station that we have in
Savane Haleine. There is no preschool for them in this area. I have 2 choices:
1)
2)

Start a preschool for them in Savane Haleine;
Send all children to Pas Bonbon.

I do not have the capability to start the preschool for 200 children in Savane Haleine
because we have no payroll for teachers yet (3000 USD for the year). We have the
land. The parents have wood to build. I study the possibility to send them to Pas
Bonbon. That would be great but they will have to cross 4 rivers daily on foot. When
it rains they will have to stay home. Problems! We have many other children who
would come to us.
Pastor Walta also noted that Rocky Road Lutheran Church has 200 children. We at
ESLC will be working toward another school startup in the near future.
If you are interested in helping with these various Lutheran churches and
Lutheran Schools in the Central Plateau of Haiti, please contact Lars Helland.

Deaconess Musings
Monotonously Beautiful Living
Wake up. Feed the cat. Drink a cup (or three) of coffee. Do morning devotions. Get ready
for the day. Drive to work. Drive home. Pet the cat. Eat dinner. Do a load of laundry. Call
parents. Watch an hour or two of TV. Go to sleep. *Repeat indefinitely. Enact variations for
vacations and Sunday mornings.
Monotonous? Perhaps. God-pleasing? You bet.
Vocation is a term we Lutherans love to throw around, season our speech, and flavor our
thinking. And for good reason! For our many and varied vocations are present every moment
of every day. Your vocation(s) will differ yet remain similar from person to person. Some
are mothers or fathers, some are married or single, some are accountants or teachers. Each of
these stations/places in life find their center in Christ, for in all the different “titles” we hold
we are called to serve others.
Yes, this is all well and good, and we totally understand it. Great! Now go and find joy in
your work. Even the normal stuff? Yes, even the normal stuff (mine previously mentioned) is
cause for joyful service. Especially feeding/petting the cat!
Finding joy in doing dishes? Clipping the cat’s nails? Making sure your kids brush their
teeth? Taking care of an aging parent or spouse? Adhering to deadlines at work? Taking time
to spend with your spouse? These seek to serve others and ultimately aim to reflect the love
of Christ to those whom we serve.
Teach us to number our days in such a way, that we bring a heart of wisdom… Let your
deeds be seen by your servants and your majesty by their children. May the kindness of the
Lord our God rest upon us. Establish the work of our hands for us. Yes, establish the work of
our hands. ~Psalm 90:12, 16-17
God establishes the work and, out of love and gratitude for what Christ has fully accomplished for us, we set our minds on the work at hand. The littlest and most seemingly insignificant thing you will do today in service towards those around you is now a beautiful offering of thankfulness towards the One who forsook the grandeur of heaven, lived and worked a
perfect human life, died in your place, rose to a resurrected life that assures the forgiveness
of your sins and lives forever to one day bring you into eternal life.
So even when you fail to love God with your whole heart, soul, mind, and strength, and
when you fail to love your neighbor (spouse, child, parent, coworker, friend, enemy) as yourself (Mark 12:30, 31), Christ’s forgiveness of sins is there to restore you. And to strengthen
you to those exact same acts of love and service. Even if they seem a tad bit monotonous.
What a monotonously beautiful life of service we are called to live.
~Deaconess Holly

WANTED! – SMILEMAKERS: There
is a group of folks at ESLC who are known as
“Smilemakers”. They make toy wooden cars to
send with Mission Teams and Missionaries
when they go to the mission field. The children
in most of these third-world countries don’t
know what a toy is and are thrilled when they
receive one of the toy cars. The group needs
people with woodworking talent or with no talent when it comes to wood. We cut out the cars,
sand the cars, drill wheel holes and window
holes, brand the cars with “USA” and “Toys for
God’s Kids” and then we assemble the cars. We
need your help in any or all phases. If anyone
has a scroll saw and can cut cars, we need to
talk. If you would like to be a “Smilemaker”,
please let Pastor Ray Ramsburg know.
Thank you.

THURSDAY MEN’S BIBLE STUDY:

Setting Priorities

“It is not enough to be busy; so are the ants.
The question is: What are we busy about?”
Henry David Thoreau
Caught in a time trap with too much to do and too little time? Feel like
you’re being pulled in a thousand different directions?
Then this study is for you! It’s packed with practical suggestions for getting
your priorities in order. The author’s light-hearted approach is easy to read
and offers great insight into managing your life from inside out!
Best of all, you’ll find out that you’re #1 on someone’s list of priorities!
Please join the Thursday Morning Men’s Group at 9 am in room 302 on July 11th as
we begin this new study by author Tim Wesemann who has learned the value and the peace
of setting priorities.

President’s Message
Council Update
At the heart of every healthy church is Servanthood. Eternal Shepherd has been
blessed with many Christ-centered lay leaders and servants. Scripture tells us:
"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms." 1 Peter 4:10
"For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many." Mark 10:45
Opportunities to serve at Eternal Shepherd are numerous, with some being shortterm and others having longer commitments. Have you ever served in a position
that didn't fit your interests? How do you know where best to use your gifts and
the time you have available? Sue Hauser (Stewardship Lead) and Janet Walker
(Stewardship Vice-Chair) are taking a new approach to help answer these questions.

Working with all Eternal Shepherd Board Leads, they have created a quick 5minute Time and Talents Survey where our members can share their interests, experience and time they have available to serve. When opportunities to serve
arise, board and committee leads will use this survey's information to match these
needs to members who have interest, experience and time to fill these slots.
Sue and Janet will officially open this new survey this Fall. More details will be
shared at our upcoming August Congregational Meeting.

In His service,
John Cochell

Please feel free to help yourself to a prayer shawl for a friend in need.
They are located in the main Fellowship Hall and are a wonderful way
to wrap someone in our Savior’s love, comfort and peace.
Want to join in this ministry of love or have a question.
Please contact Sue Hauser at smhauser@aol.com

Hospitality Happenings for July
July late service schedule:
7/07 - Seth’s Birthday Celebration
7/14 - Tracy Cochell
7/21 - Sue Watson
7/28 - Colleen Wakeman
Thinking about joining the hospitality board? Please see myself or
Marlene Bell with any questions. In his service, Sue Williams

A Place among the Heroes
by Kerry Blount

What qualities do you think of when you hear the word “hero?” Several years ago,
the church I was attending had a Wednesday evening study on heroes, and that question was
asked. In the ensuing discussion, some of the qualities of heroes mentioned were “larger
than life,” “able to handle any situation,” “good looking,” “perfect judgment,” “unafraid,”
and—perhaps most importantly—“always ready with a good comeback for every slight or
insult.” I’ve thought about that discussion over the years whenever the subject of heroes
comes up, and I’ve begun to realize that none of the heroes in my life fit those particular
patterns.
Christians have “gold standard” examples of heroes in the Bible, of course, like
Daniel and David and even the young boy who warned the Apostle Paul of a plot on his life.
Consequently, some define heroes as ordinary people doing extraordinary things under
extraordinary circumstances. But I’d like to suggest a somewhat different view of heroes:
my heroes are just committed people doing the right thing in whatever circumstance they
find themselves. If we use the second definition, we will find that heroes surround us in the
body of Christ. And they can teach us, lead us, and inspire us if we’ll let them. They are
those who:
Allow love and joy to radiate in their lives even when under the difficult daily commitment of caring for an incapacitated or dying loved one.
Refuse to dwell on their own pain and challenges and focus instead on being quiet and
persistent encouragers of others.
Take on the hard and thankless jobs, knowing that they will spend their time and love and
energy over and over without receiving a word of thanks, not caring that it is so.
Make a commitment every day to love, care for, support, and be kind and faithful to their
spouse until death parts them for a little while.
Invest their time, labor and tears in molding, teaching and training children so their hearts
and minds will be prepared to serve the Master and those He loves.
Bear the scorn of the popular crowd at school and are unafraid to wear the name of Jesus
as a badge of honor wherever they go.
Our great Teacher once said, “The one who exalts himself will be humbled, and he
who humbles himself will be exalted.” If we humble ourselves and find a place to serve, we
will also find a place where we will be a hero to someone, even though we don’t seek that
status. And that’s all right with God; He sent His Son to show us what real heroes do. It
turns out that they do “servant things.” And He asks us—personally and individually—to be
the salt and light of the earth. He asks us to be personal, daily examples of what The Word
calls men and women to be and to say and to do through the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling within them.
We often hear that this world needs more heroes. But it seems to me we need heroes
who fit the second definition. And that’s where you and I come in. Our families, our communities, our churches, and our nation are longing for each of us to take our place among the
heroes.
continued on next page...

Fathers, be heroes to your children in the gentle, loving way you treat their mother.
Mothers, be heroes to your children in the respectful, loving way you treat their dad.
Supervisors, be heroes to your employees by the fair, kind, compassionate and consistent
way you treat every person under your authority.
Students, be heroes to the student in the class behind you who is struggling with the
temptation to follow the crowd where Jesus would not go.
Brothers in Christ, be heroes to your brothers and sisters in the way you persevere in
walking the narrow way instead of the broad one.
Sisters in Christ, be heroes to your brothers and sisters in the way you show the love of
Christ impartially to all who have a need for help and comfort.
Pastors and teachers, be heroes to the body of Christ and to those captive to sin by the
way you proclaim the whole counsel of God with boldness and love.
When I was a boy, I watched The Lone Ranger every Saturday morning. I vividly
remember saying to myself, “I want to be just like him.” Now I read the Gospels and find
my heart saying, “I want to be just like Him.” So as God grants me His grace and power
through the Holy Spirit, I’m going to try to pattern the way I think and act and serve and love
the way He showed me. I admit I’m still not very good at it. But however slow my
transformation, I am convinced that He intends for each of us to take our place among the
heroes. And look! The heroes of faith who have gone before us are cheering us on! Take up
the towel of service, take up the sword of the Spirit, and take your place among the heroes.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR BABYREAD
BabyRead is an early literacy
program dedicated to lowincome families in Oconee
County. Volunteers are needed to read to moms and their
babies or toddlers at public or
school libraries twice a month
for one hour each time.
Become a BabyRead volunteer by emailing
Caren at babyread@charter.net. To learn more
about BabyRead, go to www.babyread.org.

Honduras 2020 Mission Trip: If

you have ever considered being part of a
short term mission but are not sure if it is something that you could do, remember these
words that Jesus spoke: “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you” (Jn 20:21 NIV).
Jesus told the disciples and us that He was going away and what the Father gave to Him
to do, He now gives to us to do. When Jesus left the earth, He sent His Spirit so that now
we are given the authority and the power to do the work He called us to do. (See Matthew 28:18-20). This is the greatest privilege and responsibility of each of us—to go into
all the world with the Gospel, energized by the Holy Spirit to make disciples. We have a
wonderful opportunity here at ESLC to be part of such a mission. Members of our church
plus friends and family have traveled to Tegucigalpa, Honduras for the past six years to
be part of this powerful mission with World Gospel Outreach as our host. Our hearts have
been warmed and our lives changed by this experience and we have returned at week’s
end, a bit tired but with the knowledge of what it means to be a missionary.
Come, join us and experience the love of Christ at work and meet the beautiful people of
Honduras. We depart early on Feb. 22, 2020 and return late on Feb. 29, 2020. Everything
is included in the cost of the trip, i.e., (airfare, food, lodging, translators, & ground transportation to the Brigade sites). Our mission is medical with an evangelistic outcome; no
experience is necessary. See Pastor Ray Ramsburg or one of our members who have
made this trip for more information. You will be pleased that you did.

FEEDING THE HUNGRY OF SENECA, SAT. JULY 27TH
On Saturday, July 27th we’ll be serving our hungry

friends in Seneca. Please come and join us. The sign-up
sheet is on the bulletin board in the narthex. If you’re planning on helping prepare the food, meet at church at 9:45
am. If you just want to serve, arrive at Our Daily Bread
at 11am . Any questions, call my cell at (864) 973-8130.
Thank you all for sharing your love with our neighbors.
~Rich & Colleen Hesemann

Operation Christmas Child “Christmas In July” Fundraiser
In 2018, Samaritan’s Purse sent out 10,623,776 shoeboxes through
Operation Christmas Child to 112 countries (plus 24 hard-to-reach
countries not named for security reasons)! And every child that received a box also received the Gospel. Ten years ago, Samaritan’s
Purse launched a follow-up discipleship program called “The Greatest
Journey”. It’s a 12 lesson series that churches use to teach Bible
stories, memorize Scripture and become soul-winners in their communities. We praise God
that nearly 9 million boys and girls in 124 countries have made decisions for Christ through
“The Greatest Journey.” Here’s a look at the success of this program by the numbers:
920,418 volunteer teachers trained worldwide
8.9 million decisions for Christ
9.7 children sharing the gospel
This year more than 4 million children worldwide are enrolled in
“The Greatest Journey.” Samaritan’s Purse provides graduates with a
diploma and a copy of the New Testament in their local language, to
help them continue to grow in their faith and share the Gospel with
others. Talk about changing the world one heart at a time!!
God is doing amazing things through this ministry, and Eternal Shepherd is blessed to be a
part of that blessing. Our annual fund raiser for our packing party takes place this month
during our “Christmas in July” month long campaign. Our goal is to raise $3,800.00. Of that
amount, $1,800.00 will be used to cover shipping costs.
Instructions for participating in this wonderful Mission Outreach are located on the table in
the Narthex, next to the Christmas tree. The program runs a little differently this year. There
are no ornaments to contend with, simply sign the book and tell us how many boxes you
wish to sponsor, at $20.00 each. Then drop your check, (made out to: Eternal Shepherd
Lutheran Church with “Operation Christmas Child” written on the memo line), in the
shoebox on the table. It’s that easy!
Please prayerfully consider how you might help us reach our goal
of packing and shipping 200 boxes (or more!) again this year. If
you have any questions, please contact Terri Baumann
Thanks, and we’ll see you round the Christmas tree!

Food Bank News:

Please help us in collecting preferred needed canned, or boxed
grocery items each month. These items will help restock the
Golden Corner Food Pantry’s shelves. July’s preferred product
is “Macaroni and Cheese”. Please place items in one of the
trash cans marked Food Bank down by the main Fellowship
Hall. ~Thank you for your generosity and support.

THE FLOWER CHART is hanging on the bulletin
board in the Narthex. There is also an eye-catching,
yellow information sheet above the calendar which will
answer any questions you have about how it works. Please
check it out and feel free to sign up on any of the Sundays
listed through the end of the year. Thank you!

Greeting Cards— Birthday! Get Well! Encouragement! Praying for You! Sympathy! Thinking of You!
Cancer/Difficult Times! Anniversary! Baptism!
Thanksgiving! Christmas! Please be sure to check
out the card cart in the Fellowship Hall. They are
still $.50 a card and $5.00 for a whole box. Thank
you for your support.

Scrip Cards
Please remember that
Scrip cards make great gifts and earn
money for Eternal Shepherd at the same
time. Please see your scrip
ladies today or pick up an order form
located by the Scrip box in the narthex.
~Thank you for your support.

SPECIAL GIFTS/MEMORIALS
In May the following gifts were given:
In loving memory of Jewel Foster
the Elder’s Fund received a gift of $25.00
In loving memory of Theresa Kunkel
the Elder’s Fund received gifts of $1,518.00,
and the Comfort Dog Ministry received a gift of $30.00
In loving memory of Thursa Lautenschlager
the Elder’s Fund received gifts of $625.00
In loving memory of Bill Schubert
the Elder’s Fund received gifts of $125.00,
and the Little Lambs Preschool Fund received a gift of $25.00
Other gifts:
The Alaska Mission Fund received gifts of $150.00
The Capital Campaign Building Fund received gifts of $40.00

The Comfort Dog Ministry Fund received gifts of $890.00,
and gifts of $$1,846.45 from the ESLC Rummage Sale
The Disaster Relief Fund received a gift of $25.00
The Elders Fund received a gift of $100.00
The Fellowship Hall Carpet Fund received a gift of $6,000.00
from the ESLC Scrip Program
The Food Bank Fund received a gift of $25.00
The Haiti Missions Fund received gifts of $750.00
The Hospitality Fund received a gift of $100.00
The Little Lambs Preschool Fund received a gift of $100.00
The LWML received gift of $190.00
The Mission Quilt Sewers Fund received a gift of $25.00
The Youth Convention Fund received gifts of $515.40

Seth Comfort Dog Team News

photo taken by Bill Barthel

Seth and the Comfort Dog team have had a busy month and our visitation schedule is in full swing! Most of
our rotating visits have been occurring at the following Assisted Living Facilities: Belvedere, Keowee Place,
Residences at Park Place, Foothills, Brookdale, Morningside, Lakeview and the Richard Campbell Nursing
Home.
Other visits have included: Jazz on the Alley, where we were featured as the non-profit for the evening,
Christ Central Ministries Drug Forum, Police and Fire Stations, Oconee County School Administration,
Marine Corp event, ESLC Vacation Bible School, Northside Elementary school after the death of twin boys, a
visit to Asheville to comfort a daughter whose mother is dying….
Upcoming facilities we are working with are Hospice of the Foothills, Interim Health Hospice, Hands of Mercy Hospice, Oconee Hospital and Lila Doyle. And you never know what God may have us do in the future!
Please check Seth’s Facebook page for updates on his whereabouts throughout the week. Also check out
Seth’s bulletin board in the hallway heading to the Fellowship Hall for many of his activities. Thank you so
much Teri Massa for your work on this creative and beautiful board!
I think I can speak for all those on the team who have participated in visitations, that each visit is heartwarming and beautiful. Seth has a God given gift to engage with people and do ministry! We don’t know
what effect our presence there has been or will be and we leave that in God’s hands. What we do know is
that we are blessed beyond measure to be part of this compassionate ministry and to meet God’s precious
children whatever stage of life they are in.
In closing, I would like to share a few poignant remarks we have heard after visits…
“Thank you for making me feel better” … from a little girl who lost her friend in a car accident
“Thank you from the bottom of my heart for blessing us today with your visit. The children will remember
you forever comforting them. It’s been such as dark time so it was nice to have a light shining today” …
from the teacher who lost one of her students in the same car accident.
“Thank you for visiting my grandpa” … from a young man seeing the picture of his grandfather with Seth.
“Thank you sweet Seth for an awesome/pawsome “golden” visit today. I love you Seth”…from a daughter
grieving her mom.
As we move forward in this ministry, it is important to always remember that the Comfort Dog is the bridge
for compassionate ministry to take place, opening doors for conversation about faith and creating opportunities to share the Mercy, Compassion, Presence and Proclamation of Jesus Christ! (LCC Mission Statement).
To God be the glory,
Kyra Carbone, Top Dog

Service Times

Those Who Serve

8:30 a.m. Worship Service
(Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays)

Pastor: David Hammer
Deaconess: Holly Lustila
Secretary: Celeste Entrekin
Preschool Director: Gina Cote
Choir Director: Rick Schmidt
Choir Accompanist: Michelle Rowland
Organist: David Phillips

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
& Adult Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
(Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays)

Missionaries
Joanna Johnson, Taiwan
Nate Esala, Lutheran Bible Translators
David & Dr. Arianna Shirk, Kenya
S.E.D. Missionaries to Peru
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