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Your Confirmation
“Certainly, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”
Romans 10:9 EHV
Just a few weeks ago, we had the privilege to witness four of our youth
publically confess their faith in the Rite of Confirmation. It is a joyous
occasion to see the next generation growing in their faith and proclaiming their faith in the Savior. Can you remember your own confirmation? Just how long ago
was it that you were confirmed?
That question isn’t intended to make you feel old even if it’s been a few years since you were
in 8th grade (or whenever you may have been confirmed). It is intended to make you think
about what confirmation really is. If you aren’t a long term member of Eternal Shepherd and
you’ve joined the church in recent years (or even if you are merely paying close attention while
others are joining), you may have noticed that the Rite of Confirmation sounds surprisingly just
like the Rite of New Member Recognition. The content of the questions and answers is essentially the same: confessing the triune God, holding the bible as the inspired Word of God, renouncing the devil and all his works and ways, etc.
And all these things confessed in both rites (the creed, keeping God first, faithful Christian living) are those very topics addressed in the Small Catechism. A book which, if we are following
Luther’s advice, we are reviewing regularly or even reading portions on a daily basis. In fact,
before reading a daily portion of the catechism or bible, Luther also advises that we “make the
sign of the cross and say: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.” This is a way to remember each day who we are. A way to be marked again by the
One who saved us from all sin and the power of death. It is a way to confess our faith to ourselves, to reject again Satan and his ways, and to confess before the world that we are children
of a Heavenly Father for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ.
So, when were you last confirmed in the faith? It isn’t a one-time event. Make the sign of the
cross or recite the creed or dust off that old Small Catechism, because right now is a great time
to experience Confirmation.
“Everyone who confesses me before others,
I will also confess before my Father who is in heaven.”

Matthew 10:32 EHV
Pastor David

The Board Of Christian Outreach (BOCO) will be working with a new ministry this

summer. The United Way of Oconee County started a Summer Read and Feed Program to
help families who need a safe place for their Elementary School Age Children, a place where they
can go to have fun, keep up with their reading skills and have a hot lunch. The program was
awarded a USDA Grant and the local high school kitchen prepares the lunch. Last summer they
had 11 children ages 4-11 and 4 volunteer college counselors.
The United Way offices have changed location and can no longer have the children in their area.
Eternal Shepherd has been asked to use the downstairs level, which is no longer used for a
Summer Preschool Program.
Council has approved the use of the building and the Board of Christian Outreach will be the
responsible contact. Duke Power is another major sponsor.
ESLC will have the honor of hosting the program at the following times:

Mon.-Fri. (9:00 AM – 2:00 PM) from June 11 – July 27
Pastor will have a Chapel time once a week and we are looking into other ways that we can volunteer. Please watch for future announcements in the bulletin and let me know if you are interested in
helping. As the ESLC coordinator, I will be happy to address any questions, concerns or suggestions.
Please pray that we may be a blessing to these families in our community. LaShauna Harrison,
CEO of United Way of Oconee stated in the Journal: “When we’re making better children and the
children are making us better, it makes for a better community.”
Thank you for praying for the children of our community. Thanks also for being a haven for children who would have been at risk of being ‘latch key’ over the summer while their parents worked.
Nicole Beattie

Join us Sunday,
June 3rd
after the late service
in the
main Fellowship Hall

Deaconess Musings
I am… Confessional & Creedal
Why does the Creed begin with the words “I believe”?*
The English word creed comes from the Latin word credo – “I believe.” A creed is a
statement of faith, a statement of what I believe. To say “I believe” is to say what God has done
for me. “I am convinced that God has made me, redeemed me, and sanctified me.”
We all believe in one true God, who created earth and heaven, the Father, who to us
in love has the right of children given. He in soul and body feeds us; all we need His
hand provides us; through all snares and perils leads us, watching that no harm
betide us. He cares for us by day and night; all things are governed by His might.
– We All Believe in One True God, LSB 954:1
What distinguishes the Father, Son, and Spirit from one another?*
A. In their relationship to one another, they are distinguished by their interactions with
one another. The Father begets the Son from eternity; the Son is begotten of the Father from all
eternity; the Holy Spirit from eternity proceeds from the Father and the Son.
We all believe in Jesus Christ, His own Son, our Lord, possessing an equal
God-head, throne, and might, source of ev’ry grace and blessing; born of Mary,
virgin mother, by the power of the Spirit, Word made flesh, our elder brother; that
the lost might life inherit, was crucified for all our sin and raised by God to life
again. – LSB 954:2
B. In their relationship to us, they are distinguished by their works for us. The Scriptures
ordinarily speak of the Father as creating us, the Son redeeming us, and the Holy Spirit
sanctifying us.
We all confess the Holy Ghost, who, in highest heaven dwelling with God the Father
and the Son, comforts us beyond all telling; who the Church, His own creation,
keeps in unity of spirit. Here forgiveness and salvation daily come through Jesus’
merit. All flesh shall rise, and we shall be in bliss with God eternally. – LSB 954:3
What unites the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as one God?*
A. In their relationship to one another, the three persons find their unity as one divine
being called God. The Father, Son, and Spirit are alike almighty, alike Creator, alike Redeemer.
B. In their relationship to us, the three persons find their unity in the Father as both the
source and goal of their work. Out of love, the Father sends the Son, and together they send the
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit brings us to Christ, who in turn shows us the Father’s love.
I bind unto myself today the strong name of the Trinity by invocation of the same,
the Three in One and One in Three. Of whom all nature has creation, Eternal
Father, Spirit, Word. Praise to the Lord of my salvation; Salvation is of Christ
the Lord!
– I Bind unto Myself Today, LSB 604:5

~Deaconess Holly
*Portions taken from the Explanation to Luther’s Small Catechism, CPH, 2017, pages 130-132

Comfort Dog News
As they say, we are in the “expecting” stage of acquiring our very own Comfort Dog and much is happening
as we wait for that special day to arrive! The Comfort Dog team has been meeting every other month to discuss various aspects of the ministry and to brainstorm ideas for raising funds. The team is enthusiastic and
excited and many have offered great ideas and suggestions. Here are a few of the things we have accomplished recently:
• Radio Broadcast in April on The Lake, 94.1 to inform Seneca about the ministry
• Beanie Babies donated by Kris Morriss were sold at the Rummage Sale, raising $114 and more will be
sold at the Pickens Flea Market in June
• Belk’s Charity Ticket Sale suggested by Skip Wakeman raised $562
• We now have a Comfort Dog Banner, created and purchased by Kerry and Sue Blount to display at
events such as the Belk Charity Sale
• ESLC website now has the Comfort Dog ministry featured with an on-line giving drop down for donations, thanks to Cindy Gibson
The Team is reading the book “Joining Jesus on His Mission, How to be a Everyday Missionary” by Greg
Finke to discover ways to reach out to our neighborhoods, friends and those in our midst to share the good
news of Jesus
We have several future events planned such as setting up a booth at the Westminster Music Fair on July 7
and also at the Westminster Apple Festival in September to sell dog biscuits and dog bandanas, thanks to Sue
Blount for arranging these events and also thanks to Colleen Wakeman for making the bandanas.
On another related note, when Rudy and I attended the Southeastern District Convention recently, the theme
was “Let’s Go Fishing” with the focus on missions. Many of the speakers spoke of mission work that can be
done right here in our own communities. In fact, District President John Denninger featured the Comfort
Dog Ministry as one of the ways to do that. Sasha and her handlers (Comfort Dog Ministry at Island Lutheran, Hilton Head) were recognized for their tremendous work in their community and beyond. Then President
Denninger mentioned that three other churches in the SED district were pursuing this ministry and we are
one of them! I was so proud of Eternal Shepherd at that moment (and still am) that we have taken the bold
step to move forward with this ministry. I truly believe God is leading us every step of the way. Stay tuned
for more updates, in the meantime, thank you for your encouragement and support. Kyra Carbone, Top Dog

High School Graduates of 2018
Madison Ranalli
Megan Ranalli
College Graduates 2018
Sara Baumann - Anderson University
Justin Beitz - Clemson University
Cassie Davis - Clemson University
and
August 2018 Graduate
Colson Wrege - Clemson University

Finance Seminar
Saturday, October 6
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Lunch Included
Invite your friends!

Details and Sign-up to follow soon!

*** sponsored by Board of Stewardship

ON-LINE GIVING
Bob Massa, Finance Board Chair
Because of the hard work and attention to detail of Grover Stewart, Financial Secretary and
Cindy Gibson, our Web Site Manager, Eternal Shepherd members now have the ability to
make their financial gifts on-line.
The congregation has now begun contributing to Eternal Shepherd using our on-line giving
application. To contribute on-line go to the church’s web site and click on the blue button in
the upper right corner and follow the instructions and prompts. You will be asked if you are
making a one-time donation or if you desire to establish an account. You will be able to
choose the type of donation i.e. one-time or recurring. Then you can indicate the fund you
wish to give to either the general fund or a particular designated fund. Note, initially, the
designated funds are limited to the largest funds. Also, you will be prompted to select the
method of payment: checking account, savings account, etc. Once you complete and submit
the transaction, you will be able to print a detailed receipt. The church will receive a
confirmation of the donation and later a deposit report.
After establishing an account, if you have the QR App on a device, you
can use this method to contribute each Sunday using the QR code
printed in the Sunday bulletin or the monthly Agapegram.
~Thank you for your faithful support.

President’s Message
Kyra and I traveled with Deaconess Holly Lustila and Pastor Hammer a couple of
weeks ago to attend the Southeastern District Convention in Hickory, North Carolina.
There were over 300 people in attendance consisting of pastoral and lay delegates, as well
as advisors and observers. Two and a half days of voting on resolutions, speaker
presentations and church services made for a very busy but productive time. I thoroughly
enjoyed hearing Synod President Matthew Harrison speak. At one point during his talk, he
laid down on the stage when he was recalling the Bible story of Jesus calling Lazarus out of
the tomb where he demonstrated that we can do nothing to save ourselves and Jesus does it
all. It was a perfect object lesson!
There were many organizations in the exhibit hall who shared information about
their ministries including Lutheran Church Charities Comfort Dog, Sasha. Needless to say,
Kyra spent a lot of time with Sasha and her handler’s Phil and Brenda! Several other exhibits were ministries working toward spreading the Gospel in various ways. The sharing of
common concerns and networking with like minded people struggling to address problems
within their congregations and their communities made me feel apart of the wider church
and very proud of what is being done to help with these problems. I hope to share some of
this knowledge with council as it directly relates to us here at ESLC. There was one concept
that I found very interesting, one that I had never thought about but believe is the work of
the Holy Spirit. Jesus tells us in the great commission to go forth to all the nations baptizing
and making disciples. I have always found it difficult to imagine traveling all over the world
to share this message, but what has been happening in recent years is the world has been
coming to America in the form of immigrants. These people in most cases are hungry for
the word of God but need help getting a worship community functioning. There were many
groups represented at the convention that were tackling this challenge and coming along
side these fledging congregations to offer assistance in a variety of ways. We could contact
these groups if this was something we felt moved to learn more about.
As many church activities wind down for the summer I would like to take this
opportunity to thank our Preschool director Gina Cote and the preschool staff for all their
hard work throughout the year. I also want to thank Rick Schmidt, Michelle Rowland and
the choir for their hard work, their commitment of time and their wonderful voices. Lastly,
thank you to the Sunday school teachers who prepare lessons each week and share the love
of Jesus with our children and youth.
I pray you all a blessed and safe summer. See you at church!
Rudy Carbone
Council President

Eternal Shepherd Lutheran Church
VBS 2018:
Monday, June 18th—Friday, June 22nd

9:00AM-12:00PM
AGES 5—12
220 Carson Road
Seneca, SC 29678
(864) 882-3209
Registration Forms are available
at the Front Desk or online at
www.eternalshepherd.org
INVITE…VOLUNTEER
(sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board)
…SUPPORT… PRAY FOR
THIS SPECIAL MISSION!

From the Board of Stewardship
As we on the Assimilation Committee do our work, all of you are an important part of it. In the
life of our congregation, it is important to extend a warm welcome to others, especially those
that are visiting with us for the first time.
Our Greeter Program works well, and those of you who stand at our doors are doing a superb
job with your smiles, hand- shakes and words of “We are so glad you are here.” But this job
extends beyond to all our members.
This is where ALL OF YOU play a key role!

Do we receive these visitors in a positive way? How these visitors are greeted will have an
enormous impact on their becoming a part of our church. If we warm the visitor with kindness
and love, his/her heart is open and ready to receive the gospel.
Each of us is the embodiment of the person of Christ in our church. One of the greatest
compliments our church can receive from a visitor is, “There is a special spirit in your church.”
Does the visitor see Christ living in us and working thru us?
Each of us also represents the Pastor and all his vision and passion for spreading the gospel
both in our church and in our community. Because Pastor Hammer and Deaconess Holly cannot be everywhere, we are their front-line emissaries.
Each of us plays a key player in the reputation and growth of our church. The visitor “sees”
who we are and “what” we are all about .
My dear mother made a point of “welcoming, greeting, and talking with” a new face each
Sunday. Even though she was a life-long member of her congregation, her Sunday wasn’t
complete unless she talked with someone she didn’t know. Years later, at her funeral, many
attending expressed to our family that she was the “first face” that they met when visiting the
church. What a goal for each of us to work toward!

Next time you see a visitor, welcome them warmly, introduce yourself and invite them to Bible
Study and / or Fellowship Hall for a cup of coffee. Go with them and introduce them to others.
See you at church … as you spread the love of God and our church.
Your Stewardship Board / Assimilation Committee,
Janet Walker
Sue Hauser
LuWanna Johnson
Donna Lang
Marilyn Robertson

When the Lord of Heaven Calls
by Kerry Blount

Matthew 20:26-28; Romans 12:1-2; Psalm 84
Some people are slow learners. I know, because in at least one area I am one of them.
After entering the military intelligence career field in 1971, I tried not one, not two, not even
three, but four times to leave a profession to which I am now fully convinced God had called
me. All four attempts to go into “full time ministry” were unsuccessful, some quickly and
some slowly, but all were off the path of service God had chosen for me. At the end of each
failed attempt to exert my will over my service, a door opened for greater responsibility, service and growth in the field to which God had first directed me. Looking back on those struggles, the words of Jesus’ admonition to Saul in Acts 26:14 often echo in my heart, “(Kerry,
Kerry), it’s hard for you to kick at the goads,” and I am filled anew with a joyful desire to render my service in the place and manner to which He calls me. So I may be slow, but ultimately
I do learn.
As the Israelites began to be caught up in the business of making a new home, a new
community, and a new nation, Joshua was inspired to remind all Israel—man, woman, and
child—that God expects and deserves our love, our obedience, and our service. He reminded
them that it is God we are to serve in all that we do. But Joshua also wisely noted that we—
individually and corporately—must choose to accept or reject that call to service. (Joshua 22:5
and 24:15) So it is for each of us today. We, too, must make that choice—that daily choice—
to say yes to the Lord’s gentle yet bracing call, “Take up your cross and follow Me.”
The Master, in His role as Servant King, often demonstrated to those who followed
Him most closely that their destinies, like His, were to be servants, both to the body of Christ
that He would establish and to those who did not yet know Him. (Matthew 21:25-28) Some
would be prophets, some elders, some missionaries and some evangelists, but each without exception would be called to service, several at the cost of their lives. Some would be called to
serve in Jerusalem, some in Antioch, some in Rome, others in various cities of the known
world, and yet others to the “very ends of the earth.” Though we sometimes ignore the fact,
our call to service is not really all that different than that of the apostles: the Master calls, and
we must answer.
Have you prayerfully considered where and to what service you have been called? Is it
teaching? Administration? Leadership? Singing? Hospitality? Prayer? Loading trucks? Pouring
coffee or concrete? Feeding the hungry? Encouraging the hurting? Caring for the sick? Or perhaps you, like this slow learner, believe you are called vocationally as well. Whatever He
gives you to do, do it with your might, as unto the Lord, and let Him fill you with the joy that
comes from serving Him with all your heart and mind and soul and strength.
Holy Father, by Your loving grace You call me to service. Knowing what I can do, You place
opportunities to honor and serve You in front of me, yet how it must grieve You when I close
my eyes and heart to them. Forgive my blindness, Lord, and open my eyes, open my heart, and
strengthen my hands for the tasks to which You are calling me. I pray by the power of Jesus’
name that You would fill me with joy through my service to You, my Rock and my Redeemer.
Amen

MISSION NEWS
Alaska Missions 2018
Hello everybody! I wanted to give you all an update on the status of the 2018 Alaska
mission trip to Chevak. The trip has been planned for June 21st – July 2nd with a total of
six team members from Eternal Shepherd: Madison Ranalli, Katie Baumann, Sara Baumann,
Jonathan Pitts, Marisha Bishop, and Frank Kieninger. Those who are returning are excited for
the opportunity to serve in Chevak once again and reunite with old friends, and those whom
this is their first time are looking forward to this new opportunity to spread the good news of
Jesus Christ! I can say from experience that Chevak will touch their hearts.
This year, the team will take a total of four flights to reach Chevak, leaving from
Greenville/Spartanburg Airport at 11:00am on June 21st. The itinerary leads the team to a
layover in Chicago, then arriving in Anchorage at 7:30 pm. The team will then have to take
two more planes to get to Chevak on Friday, the 22nd. After VBS has completed and the team
is returning home, they will then take another four flights, returning to GSP at 10:49 on July
2nd.
The team still has some work to do, primarily gathering and mailing the food for the
entire trip, which will be done by next month. If you have any questions about the trip, please
be sure to ask Frank or myself. We would be more than happy to answer any questions you
may have!
Thanks,
Shannon Cox

Honduras Mission 2019
Yes, I realize we are still 8 months away from our 2019 Mission Trip, but if you have ever
considered such a short-term mission, now is the time to begin praying about it. This will
be the sixth year that members and friends of ESLC have formed a team, to join teams
from two other churches, to travel to Tegucigalpa, the capitol of Honduras.
Dates: Feb. 23, 2019 to Mar. 2, 2019
Cost: In the $1800 range for everything including airfare
Experience: None needed, however doctors and nurses are always
welcome & needed.
Mission: Medical with an Evangelistic outcome
See Pastor Ray Ramsburg or other team members for more details.

DISASTER RELIEF: We are going back to Charleston one more
time before it gets too hot. We will be leaving on Sunday, June 3rd
and staying most of the week, y’all come to Charleston could use the
help. Contact Deek Decker or Lars Helland.

DETENTION CENTER OUTREACH MINISTRY:
Saturday, June 9th ESLC is planning a visit to the Men’s and
the Women’s sides of the Detention Center in Walhalla. We will
need cookies for this ministry (30 baggies with regular cookies
– 4 cookies to a bag). These cookies are a small way of sharing
God’s love and are much appreciated by those who
receive the goodies. We will meet at ESLC Sat.,
June 9th at 10:00 AM for logistics & prayer and then on to the Center to
make our 11:00 AM appointment. Thank you for your support of this
ministry. Questions, contact Cecil Murray and cookie angels please
contact Elaine Grotheer. The sign up sheet is on the bulletin board.

Food Bank News:
Please help us in collecting preferred needed canned, or
boxed grocery items each month. These items will help
restock the Golden Corner Food Pantry’s shelves.
Each month we will have a different preferred product
featured. June’s preferred product is “Canned
Fruit” (Please place items in the big blue trash can
marked Food Bank down by the main Fellowship
Greeting Cards— Birthday! Get Well! Encouragement! Praying for You! Sympathy! Thinking of You!
Cancer/Difficult Times! Anniversary! Baptism!
Thanksgiving! Christmas! Please be sure to check
out the cart in the Fellowship Hall. They are still
$.50 a card and $5.00 for a whole box. Thank you
for your support.

Scrip Cards
Please remember that
Scrip cards make great gifts and earn
money for Eternal Shepherd at the same
time. Please see your scrip
ladies today or pick up an order form
located by the Scrip box in the narthex.
~Thank you for your support.

SPECIAL GIFTS/MEMORIALS
In April the following gifts were given:
The Capital Campaign Building Fund received gifts of $150.00
The Comfort Dog Ministry Fund received gifts of $120.00

The Debt Reduction Fund received gifts of $1,050.00
The Disaster Relief Team Fund received gifts of $125.00
The Elders Fund received a gift of $100.00
The Food Bank Fund received a gift of $25.00
The General Fund received a gift of $600.00 from an IRA Distribution
and
a gift of $106.00 from Thrivent Choice Dollars
The Little Lambs Preschool Fund received a gift of $20.00
The Lutheran Witness Magazine Fund received gifts of $90.00
The Mission Quilt Sewers Fund received a gift of $75.00

The Youth Fund received gifts of $45.00
and
gifts of $1,716.73 from Easter Breakfast

“

For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew 18:20

As we ended our school year the last days of May, we watched as our 4 year old class
marched down the aisle of the sanctuary in their graduation gowns and caps ready to step out
into the world heading for kindergarten. We also shared with the other young children the
excitement as they anticipate the summer ahead.
With some sadness we shared our final prayer as a staff as we all head in different
directions for the summer. We will miss this time of prayer that we have participated in each
morning at 8:15 am. We prayed for our Little Lambs families, we prayed for one another, and
we prayed for friends and family.
Our prayer circle included the teachers, sometimes volunteers who happened to be there
during that time, once in awhile a Little Lambs family who had to come in early to use the
restroom. Whoever was in our hallway those early mornings were welcome to join our prayer
circle and we prayed.
We found that by starting our day with prayer, we were able to focus our attention on
what our true ministry is; bringing Christ to all of our families at Little Lambs Preschool.
During our summer months we will continue to pray. We will be praying for the
United Way Ministry as they hold their Read and Feed Program in our Preschool. Our prayers
will be with all the counselors and administration that provide such a wonderful Christcentered program to families in need in our community. Please be aware that this program
will begin on June 11th and will be in operation through July 27th between the hours of
9:00am-2:00pm.
The families will be dropping off and picking up their children at the door by the
big playroom as well as using the blacktop as they play basketball. Therefore we ask for
caution as you drive around the church facility during the summer months.
Little Lambs Preschool will be back in session in August. The teachers will arrive the
second week in August to set up their classrooms and our first day of Preschool will be on
Tuesday, August 21st.
All of us here at Little Lambs Preschool wish you a relaxing and blessed summer!
In Christ,
Gina

Service Times

Those Who Serve

8:30 a.m. Worship Service
(Communion 2nd & 4th Sundays)

Pastor: David Hammer
Deaconess: Holly Lustila
Secretary: Celeste Entrekin
Preschool Director: Gina Cote
Choir Director: Rick Schmidt
Choir Accompanist: Michelle Rowland
Organist: David Phillips

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
& Adult Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
(Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays)

Missionaries
Joanna Johnson, Taiwan
Nate Esala, Lutheran Bible Translators
David & Dr. Arianna Shirk, Kenya
S.E.D. Missionaries to Peru

Eternal Shepherd Lutheran Church
220 Carson Rd.
Seneca, SC 29678

